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April saw our Brainline Gr R–12 students return for 
Cycle 2 of 2020. While the date for the re-opening 
of schools are still in the balance due to the 
coronavirus outbreak, Chief Executive 
Officer, Coleen Cronje, says they were 
fortunate enough not to be affected 
by the recent school closures and 
subsequent lockdown.

‘As a fully operational online and 
virtual school, we have not felt 
the brunt of the lockdown, as was 
the case with the majority of schools 
around the country.  Our Grade 12 
students started with Cycle 2 during the first 
week of April, Gr 8–11 on 14 April and the rest of the 

Brainline kicks off second semester
Amid Lockdown

Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, talks 
to ENCA about how the coronavirus 
should be seen as an opportunity 
to incorporate e-learning into the 

educational sphere.  

junior students kicked off on 28 April. We are grateful 
that their academic studies have not been disrupted. 

Students are able to attend weekly online classes, 
presented by qualified teachers and it’s 

business as usual,’ she says.

Earlier, Basic Education Minister, Angie 
Motshekga, said that schools would 
be preparing facilities during the 
month of May and that a staggered 

start is envisioned for learners, with 
Grade 7 and Grade 12 expected to 

return to school in June. Cronje says that 
amid the uncertainty, Brainline has received 

enrolments from students who previously studied 
through the Department of Basic Education. >
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We had a 
record number 

of students 
participating in our 
online classes on 
the first day of 

the second 
semester

‘We have seen a rise in the number of enrolments 
for our second semester, especially from learners 
who were previously enrolled in traditional 
schools. We have also received approval from the 
IEB that Grade 12 students are able to switch to 
Brainline for the second semester, provided 
that they fulfil the requirements for their 
portfolios in each subject. Our qualified 
teachers are also on standby to assist 
these students to allow for a smooth 
transition,’ she explains.

Head of Brainline Cloud School, Adele 
Drenth, says that our Grade 12 students 
especially were eager to return to school.

‘We had a record number of students participating 
in our online classes on the first day of the second 

semester and the feedback we have received thus 
far from students and parents is overwhelming. The 
majority are grateful that they can continue with 
their studies. Parents on the other hand are relieved 
that their children can stay on track in terms of their 
preparations for the final exams later this year,’ she 
says.

Cronje says that they will also continue to provide 
online classes for non-Brainline students.

‘Brainline offers an array of options to learners to 
ensure that they do not miss out on valuable academic 
time. Learners who are not Brainline students will 
be able to join our weekly online classes. We will 
also offer a monthly payment option with a flexible 
cancellation option for those learners who would like 
to make use of our services while they cannot attend 
their own schools.’

Meanwhile, Brainline has also made available a free 
resource platform for learners around the country.

‘Our online resource library is open to the public and 
only requires a quick registration process. Gr R–12 

students are able to access valuable information 
to assist them with various subjects including 

Math, Science, Economics, Life Orientation 
and much more.’

Brainline is IEB recognised, which 
means that learners follow the South 
African National Curriculum (similar to 

the curriculum offered in South African 
schools) resulting in the National Senior 

Certificate (NSC) upon successful completion 
of their matric exams.

Free
Resources

We know that many of you have been disrupted 
by the recent developments around the 
coronavirus outbreak and we have decided to 
work on an additional resource for students to 
use during this period.

Our online resource library is open to the public 
and only requires a quick registration process. 

Gr R–12 students are able to access valuable 
information to assist them with various subjects 
including Math, Science, Economics, Life 
Orientation and much more. 

You can now join 
Brainline's Free Resource 
Platform to support your child's 
education amid the lockdown. 

Click here 
to start your 
educational 

journey

We have received 
approval from the IEB 

that Grade 12 students, 
previously enrolled in 

traditional schools, are 
able to switch to 

Brainline for the second 
semester, provided that 

they fulfil the requirements 
for their portfolios in each 

subject. 
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Teachers
A word from our

I am Michelle Meyer. I am the Computer 
Applications Technology Cloud School Teacher. I 
hail from Margate on the beautiful South Coast of 
Kwa-Zulu Natal, where I lived for 20 years before 
making Gauteng my home in 2017. I enjoy a good 
television series or movie, baking, scrapbooking 
and graphic design. 

I completed my Diploma in Multimedia and 
Graphics Design in 2008 through the Institute 
of Technology and I am doing my Bachelor of 
Education through the University of South Africa. 

I have planned a couple of insightful CAT 
lessons for Cycle 2 which covers both theory 
and practical work. I have just released my 
new Getting Started with HTML guide for our 
Grade 11, 12, and BrainlineCOMPACT students to 
complement the already existing Word, Excel and 
Access guides. 

I am Lu-Nita Berrange, I am currently appointed 
to Grade 8 and 9 Mathematics at Brainline. I am 
also a student at the University of Pretoria, working 
towards my master’s degree in chemistry. I have two 
bunnies as pets, which I love with my whole heart. 

In Cycle 2, our main objective is to provide the 
students with class as normal despite the current 
situation of the country. We will cover several 
topics mostly related to geometry, 2D and 3D 
figures, Pythagoras, common decimal and fractions 
for Grade 8’s. For Grade 9 students, we will cover 
algebraic expressions and equations, geometry of 
2D shapes, area, perimeter and Pythagoras.

The work is clearly similar: in Grade 8 we will prepare 
the students for Grade 9, where we will go into 
more depth. Ultimately, the junior phase provides 
a fundamental structure for the students to enter 
senior mathematics. 

We strive to ensure that the students are not only 
ready for Grade 10-12 mathematics but that they 
excel in it. 

My naam is Tanya Schwartz, ek bied Graad 8 en 9 
Tegnologie en Fisika aan by Breinlyn. Ek is ‘n ma 
van ‘n ongelooflike seuntjie, Aiden, en ek is getroud 
met ‘n boer. Ek het ook vier honde wat my besig hou, 
hulle name is Vegeta (van DBZ), Zoey, Ratel en Ashe 
(van Overwatch).  Ek is ‘n gekwalifiseerde Meganiese 
Ingenieur en het my Honneurs gekry by TUKS in 2015. 
Ek is baie lief vir lees, legkaartbou en enige iets wat 
my brein stimuleer. Ek luister baie musiek en is lief vir 
Netflix kyk as ek ‘n bietjie wil afskakel.

Ek het by Breinlyn aangesluit omdat ek dink ek ‘n 
goeie invloed op die kinders se lewe kan wees en 
ek wil hulle graag help om tot die beste van hulle 
vermoë te presteer.

Ek hoop om vir die studente te wys hoe belangrik 
en interessant fisiese wetenskappe werklik is, dit is 
immers die boustene waarmee die wêreld gebou 
word! 

Vir tegnologie gaan ons baie prakties wees soos wat 
ons die werk leer en ek gaan die wêreld daar buite 
in die klaskamer inbring!  
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A LETTER FROM OUR MENTOR

How to manage stress? 
You know the feeling – heart racing, quick breathing 
and muscles ready for action – stress hormones in 
your body are the same hormones that trigger our 
body’s “fight of flight” response.

Stress is a natural reaction to life experiences 
such as study responsibilities, family situations or 
world events. Sometimes, short-term stress can be 
beneficial and it helps you to cope with a serious 
situation; however, ongoing stress can take a toll 
on your health. Signs of ongoing stress may include 
irritability, anxiety, depression, headaches and 
insomnia.

We know that uncertainty about the future amid the

worldwide coronavirus outbreak and subsequent 
lockdown in many countries, including South Africa, 
is taking its toll on our daily stress levels and coping 
mechanisms.

Effective stress management is therefore very 
important! Your ultimate goal should be a balanced 
life with time for both work and play.

The 4 A’s is a great way to manage stress – Avoid, 
Alter, Adapt, Accept.

Avoid

Say “no”! Be aware of your limits and time constraints. 
Avoid situations that prevent you from staying 
focused and don’t take on too much at a time. Learn 
to differentiate between “should” and “must”. Split 
your to-do list into ‘must-do’ and ‘should do’ tasks. 
Avoid people who stress you out and rather spend 
time with people who contribute to you dealing with 
your stress successfully.

Alter

If you cannot avoid a situation, change it by expressing 
your feelings in a respectful way. Tell someone if 
something is bothering you. Along with expressing 
your feelings, you need to be willing to compromise; 
we cannot expect others to change their behaviour, if 

we are not willing to bend a little as well.

Adapt

Change the way in which you view your stress – 
adjust your standards – redefine your idea of success 
and perfection. Stop gloomy thoughts when they 
occur and do not replay stressful situations. Adopt a 
saying to use when you are going through stressful 
situations such as, “Will this matter in a couple of 
years?”.

Accept

At times, the only response is to accept things as 
they are; however, talking to someone about your 
stress is a way of relieving the pressure. Accepting 
certain things such as an upcoming exam and 
planning around it will help keep the stress levels 
down.

Short-term tips to manage 
stress include the following:

• Accept that there are things that you cannot 
control

• Exercise regularly
• Eat healthy, well-balanced meals
• Focus on the positive
• Set reachable short-term goals
• Laugh, look for humour in your life
• Set aside 5–10 minutes for yourself every day
• Listen to music
• Talk to a friend or to the Brainline Mentor 

(mentor@brainline.com)

Image Credit: Alyssa Coetzee (Brainline Student)
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Brainline 
Cares

During the lockdown, 
we embarked on weekly 
sessions with new and 
potential clients and 

also engaged with our 
younger learners.

Upcoming online sessions:

RSVP for one of the Ask Brainline 
online sessions

RSVP for one of the Why Brainline 
online sessions 

https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/ask-brainline
https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/why-brainline


We believe that quality education should be 
accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion to 

equip parents to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a wide range of 

valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

PLEASE NOTE
Our branches and the accompanying exam 

centres have been closed until further notice due 
to COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must be sent to the 
Montana Head Office via Postnet. Our telephonic 

and online support remains fully operational.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

Brainline is the only reliable and comprehensive online home education 
option and our virtual school for Gr R–12 continues uninterrupted despite 

the lockdown. We make it affordable to switch to Brainline with flexible 
month-to-month payment options. 

#education #homeschool #online #classes #virtual

Switch To BrainlineEnrol now for the 
second term and 

qualify for 
30% discount. 
Click here for 

more info

We have extended our offer until 31 May 2020! 

https://brainline.com/step-into-the-future/
https://brainline.com/step-into-the-future/

