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Distance Educator, Brainline, says the postponement of the reopening of schools should signify the importance 
to prioritise online learning as the primary method of learning in the country. This follows an announcement by 
the Basic Education Department last month that schools will now only open on 15 February, two weeks later than 
the initial opening date, due to fears over the rising Covid-19 infections in the country. Brainline CEO, Coleen 
Cronje, says thousands of learners may suffer an academic setback due to a loss of precious educational time.

Thousands of learners were affected by the long school closures last year. The fact 
that the reopening of schools has been pushed back another two weeks translates 

into valuable academic time being lost. It is important that the Department of Basic 
Education and relevant stakeholders urgently look at ways to minimize the impact of 

the current status quo, by setting up reliable e-learning platforms.

Opportune time to prioritise online learning as 
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Cronje has welcomed suggestions that the 
Department is looking at opening online schools 
to reduce pressure on school admissions. Earlier 
this week, Gauteng’s Director-General of Education, 
Mathanzima Mweli, said the department was working 
with provinces and private education providers to 
come up with regulations and policies that they can 
follow to open online public schools. Cronje says now 
is the opportune time for basic education authorities 
to look at restructuring the current traditional school 
system by phasing in e-learning elements. 

‘South Africans are familiar with a more traditional 
classroom set-up, but now is the time to evolve. 
E-learning and mobile learning should be viewed 
as an additional learning resource that can assist in 
accessing learning tools. President Cyril Ramaphosa 
in a recent State of the Nation Address, said that 
government wanted to provide learners with a tablet 
to access e-learning platforms. He also indicated that 
government was working with network operators 
to reduce the cost of data. This drive should be on 
government’s radar more than ever before.’

Cronje admits that the quality of e-learning will 
be dependent on the learner’s access. She says it 
is expected that online learning and even home 
education will see another growth spike in the year to 
come.

As a fully functional online school, Brainline has not 
been affected by the 2020 school closures and virtual 
classes resumed on 25 January as planned. Cronje says 
Brainline is also accommodating learners who were 
affected by reduced curriculums in 2020.

‘Due to the school closures, many schools had decided 
to reduce their curriculum, therefore resulting in some 
students not having completed important aspects 
of the work. We have consequently decided to offer 
online catch-up classes for our senior learners to 
ensure they are up to date with the work and that they 
can join the rest of their peers when classes start on 
the 25th.’

Brainline is IEB recognised. Learners who are enrolled 
with us to complete their final examinations and who 
fulfil the requirements for this qualification will receive 
their National Senior Certificate (NSC), as issued by 
Umalusi.

Home education in South Africa has experienced significant growth over the last 
few years. At the end of 2018, there were an estimated 100,000 home education 

learners in the country. Several factors have driven the growth of home education as 
an alternative option, ranging from increasingly sophisticated distance e-learning 
technology to an ever-growing network of tutors. Because it’s based on individual 
needs, home education can provide a safe space for children who may have found 
the traditional schooling environment challenging. Nowadays, it is also a safe and 

secure environment for parents amid fears of Covid-19.
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Throughout a student’s 
school career, he or she 
is expected to practice 
academic honesty. 
With more resources 
being available daily 
and immediately 
accessible online, 
ethics is an important 
topic to discuss.  
 
Research has shown 

that the incidence of 
academic dishonesty 

has greatly increased and 
that it is no longer only 

the struggling student who 
opts to act unethically, as was 

initially suspected. Students 
competing for entry into further 

education institutions and the job 
market need good results. Human nature urges us to 
seek approval from our emotional support circles. These 
are just some reasons that have been found to lead to 
crossing the academic ethics line. Academic dishonesty 
is a societal problem and, as such, needs to be addressed 
not only by the academic institutions, but also by parents, 
peers and the broader society.

The importance 
of ethics 

Mentor Letter
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According to the Oxford Dictionary, 
ethics are “moral principles that 

govern a person’s behaviour or the 
conducting of an activity”.

With students, parents and guardians being concerned 
about grades – we must never forget that the education 
behind the good grade is even more important and 
grades can only be gratifying if achieved honestly.  

Academic dishonesty includes committing plagiarism as 
well as accessing sources during an exam or a test.  

Plagiarism: The act of taking someone else’s work or 
ideas and passing them off as one’s own.

As acknowledged by the student and the relevant 
invigilator in each Brainline Answer Book: Plagiarism: 
Using information from a source, published or 
unpublished, such as a book, a webpage or another 
student’s assessment, without acknowledging that 
source and, in this way, pretending that it is your 
own work. Plagiarism is regarded as a type of theft. It 
includes, but is not limited to the following: to directly 
copy information from a source, and to slightly change 
someone else’s work and present it as your own. 

Cheat: To act dishonestly or unfairly in order to gain 
an advantage.

Often students don’t see plagiarism as being dishonest 
as they feel that as the work is available on the internet 
or in a book, they are allowed to reuse it. I urge students 
to ensure that they understand the full spectrum 
of plagiarism and how to avoid plagiarising when 
completing assessments. 

Students need to work towards and achieve the best 
outcomes possible – while being ethical.

The words of Paul Ochieng, the Dean of Students at 
Strathmore University in Kenya – a guest speaker at a 
recent seminar on Online Teaching and Ethics have stuck 
with me:  “Would you build your own house under a 
bridge you designed as an engineer, if you had cheated 
to achieve this degree? Would you, as a surgeon operate 
on your own mother, knowing that you had cheated to 
achieve this qualification?” 

There is no big or small cheat ... 
one either acts with, or without integrity 

– there is nothing in between. 
There is no perhaps or perhaps not 

plagiarism – either it is fully your own 
work, or it is not.  

Brainline aims to grow and nurture 
a culture of integrity and honesty 
amongst all who carry the name. We 
therefore emphasise the transfer of skills 
required to do meaningful research, to 
write the necessary types of essays and to answer the 
different types of questions. A well-skilled student who is 
well prepared for assessments will want to act ethically.

During 2021, we will continue to develop the processes we 
have implemented, in order to ensure that assessments 
are valid and reliable and results are achieved ethically. 
Plagiarism and/or dishonesty will be dealt with in the 
strictest of terms – although policing students is not 
our mission. In the words of Paul Ochieng: “An academic 
institution is a human development institution, not a 
prison.”

I trust that you will embrace being academically 
honest and ethical during this year’s studies and 
prove your worth to yourself – not only academically, 
but also in character.
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1. What is the purpose of the library?

2. Who has access to the library?

3. How can students make use of the library?

4. Can students indicate what their favourite books are?

5. How can students request books to be added to the library?

The resources in the library gives learning support for literacy and education 
free of charge.  Learners can consult online books immediately. Books in the 
library can be borrowed for 7 days at a time. 

Any Brainline learner who has access to the Snapplify reader.

Students can access the library via this link: 

No, but the Librarian does put a yellow star next to the favourites the school chooses. 

If students have some suggestions around new books for consideration, they can make their requests here: 

Did you know Brainline has its own 
library? Here is some important 

information on how you as a 
Brainline student can make use of 

this wonderful resource.

Brainline 
Library

https://help.snapplify.com/en/snapplifyknowledgebase/engage-for-students
https://help.snapplify.com/en/snapplifyknowledgebase/engage-for-students
https://help.snapplify.com/snapplifyknowledgebase/finding-what-you-need-in-the-library


Brainline continues 
virtually and 

uninterrupted. 

Take charge of your child’s 
education this year! Pay 
your full tuition fees by 

28 Feb and receive 2.5% 
discount on 2021 prices. 

Remember to use FULL2.5 
as the discount code.

Enrol now for 2021
CLICK HERE

Enrol for 
2021! 
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Brainline 2021 Calendar
We believe that quality education should 
be accessible to students of all ages. It is 

our passion to equip parents to guide their 
children to achieve their National Senior 

Certificate through a wide range of valuable 
and innovative homeschool curriculum 

products and assessment services.

Our branches and the accompanying exam 
centres have been closed until further notice 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must 

be sent to the Montana Head Office via 
PostNet. Our telephonic and online support 

remains fully operational.

Please do not visit 
our offices, we’re 

operating remotely
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