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Distance Education Provider, Brainline, says it is 
homeschooling as usual despite the announcement 
by President Cyril Rampahosa last night that 
public schools will close from 27 July to 
24 August in light of the surge of the 
coronavirus in communities around 
South Africa. Brainline CEO, Coleen 
Cronje.

‘We are in the very fortunate position 
that our learners and teachers are 
able to continue with the third term 
and our weekly online classes will not 
be disrupted. Since the initial lockdown in 
March, we have experienced a surge in learners 
who are opting for homeschooling as a viable 
option and we are therefore grateful that we can 
provide a stable academic environment amid the 

The closure of schools forces parents to make 
tough choices

uncertainty experienced by others,’ she says.

While schools will close until 24 August, Grade 
12s will, however, only take a week’s break 

and return on 3 August. Grades 7s will 
get a two-week break, returning on 10 

August. Specific arrangements will also 
be made for different categories of 
special schools and, as a result of the 
disruptions caused by the pandemic, 
the current academic year will be 

extended beyond the end of 2020. 
Cronje says it is critical for the Department 

of Basic Education to share more details 
around the extension.

‘Many learners are feeling despondent, while others 
have lost interest in the 2020 academic year and 
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Our learners 
and teachers are 

able to continue with 
the third term and 
our weekly online 
classes will not be 

disrupted

this is very concerning. There have been calls 
from various sectors for the scrapping of this 
academic year; however we must take into 
account that there are thousands of learners 
who have continued with their education 
despite the school closures since March. It 
would be very unfortunate if these learners 
are penalised while putting in the work. It is 
therefore very important that the Department 
communicates with urgency around the 
extension of the academic year and what the 
implications will be.’

Cronje says Brainline’s academic calendar will 
not change. She says parents have an important 



Home Education Provider, Brainline, has stressed the importance of parents 
needing to prepare and equip themselves for what it terms as 'crisis 
homeschooling'. Brainline is hosting weekly information sessions with a 
registered psychologist for parents and learners to address challenges in 
light of the impact of the coronavirus on education and families in general. 

Consultant clinical psychologist for Brainline, Tanya van de Water, says the 
Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown that has affected the education 
of hundreds of thousands of learners, has also placed many parents in a crisis 
situation. She says it is important for parents to provide emotional and physical 
support to their children during these trying times.

role to play when it comes to creating a 
stable environment for their children.

‘The current status quo has put immense 
pressure on parents to decide the future of 
their children from an academic perspective. 
While homeschooling and online learning 
could be the ideal solution, many parents 
are not able to commit to this option due to 
their workload or financial situation. Parents 
need to make tough choices in the interest 
of their children and their academic future.’

Cronje says Brainline is supporting learners 
and parents by hosting regular sessions with 
a clinical psychologist to provide guidance.

‘Parents and students are confronted with 
abnormal circumstances and many are not 
coping with the added pressures. We have 
found it very helpful to allow our clients to 
engage with a psychologist on challenges 
brought about by Covid-19. We are all in 
very unfamiliar territory but, by supporting 
each other, we can weather the storm.’

Cronje says Brainline is still taking in new 
students for Cycle 3 and those learners who 
would like to receive a report card at the 
end of the year can enrol for the Report2Go 
option to take part in the final examinations.

Brainline is IEB recognised, which means that 
learners follow the South African National 
Curriculum (similar to the curriculum 
offered in South African schools) resulting in 
the National Senior Certificate (NSC) upon 
successful completion of their matric exams.

How to support your child with crisis homeschooling 
Brainline Cares

Be part of the first ever 
Brainline and B-Active 

Virtual Run 
on Thursday, 

24 September 2020! 

The event starts at 09:00 and you can take part 
from any part of South Africa; in the comfort of 
your neighbourhood, garden or park.  All you need 
to do is choose a GPS tracking app of your choice, 
be ready at the start line and we will start you off! 

The event is free for Brainline students and their 
families and the entry fee for non-Brainliners is 
R20 pp. 

The 5km or 10km run or walk is designed for our 
students, families and everyone who would like to 
take part in a day of fun! 

Click here to enter

RSVP
Click here to 

for the next session

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1Jg14gY-QU 
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/110154-brainline-b-active-virtual-run/#/
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/110154-brainline-b-active-virtual-run/#/
https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/crisis-homeschooling


As we pass the middle of 2020, I am receiving more and more requests from students regarding 
subject and career choices.

Choosing your future career is an important milestone and choosing school 
subjects which support your career choice is equally important.  Keep in mind 
that being unsure about which career you want to follow is not uncommon. 
You are young and knowing what you want to do with your life and where 
you want to be in 30 years’ time is a challenge. You may also want to change 
your career later in life. 

Different people opt for different career choices because we all look for different things in jobs. 
As our personalities differ, this also influences our career choices. Some of us may flourish in a 
creative, busy and noisy environment, while others may prefer the opposite. 

Exposure to different fields of study and careers also influences one’s choices. 

It is important to remember that you have to consider what the actual job entails and not just the 
field of study. In the world of work, one has to be happy and stimulated by spending every day 
doing what the job entails.

To limit your choices and make deciding easier, it is advised to do a lot of research about 
the various careers you are interested in.

Make two lists – one about things that interest you and that you enjoy doing and the 
school subjects you enjoy – these are often the subjects you do well in.  Now list all the 
things that you do not find interesting and you do not like doing.

Research careers related to your interests – this will ensure that you have a better 
understanding of what different careers entail and what a typical day or year at work 
looks like.

Also research the tertiary institutions where you will be able to study towards your 
career. 

Reach out to different people who are working in the industry – they will be able to 
answer your questions and give you advice.

Visit an educational professional or complete an online career choice assessment – this 
will also indicate your strengths and weaknesses and assist you in the process of refining 
your career choice. 

If you need to contact me, feel free to email me at 
mentor@brainline.com 

Making the right career choice for you 
A LETTER FROM OUR MENTOR

Image Credit: Alyssa Coetzee (Brainline Student)

Once you have narrowed down your options, ensure that you are aware 
of the subject requirements for application at tertiary institutions.  When 
choosing subjects,  be careful not to choose only the subjects you find 
easy, but to focus on the subjects you need to realise your long-term 
goals. 

Brainline is planning an exciting Career Day in October to assist 
our students with subject choices. Please keep an eye out for more 
information.

mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=
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Introducing
New Cloud School Teachers 

My naam is Tanya Schwartz, ek is ‘n Ma van ‘n 
ongelooflike seuntjie, Aiden, en ek is getroud met 
‘n boer. Ek het ook 4 honde wat my besig hou, hulle 
name is Vegeta (van DBZ), Zoey, Ratel en Ashe (van 
Overwatch).  Ek is ‘n gekwalifiseerde Meganiese 
Ingenieur en het my Honneurs gekry by TUKS in 2015. 
Ek is baie lief vir lees, legkaartbou en enige iets wat 
my brein stimuleer. Ek luister baie musiek en is lief vir 
Netflix kyk as ek ‘n bietjie wil afskakel. Ek het by Breinlyn 
aangesluit omdat ek dink ek ‘n goeie invloed op die 
kinders se lewe kan wees en ek wil hulle graag help om 
tot die beste van hulle vermoë te presteer. Vir Siklus 3 
gaan ek vir graad 8 en 9 Tegnologie en Fisika aanbied. 
Ek hoop om vir die studente te wys hoe belangrik en 
interessant beide vakke is, dit is immers die boustene 
waarmee die wêreld gebou word!  Ek gaan ook in Siklus 
3 Wiskundige Geletterdheid vir gr 10 en 11 aanbied. 
Ek glo dat die vak werklik van toepassing is vir die 
alledaagse lewe omdat onderwerpe soos belasting, 
meting, finansies en begrotings hanteer word. Ek hoop 
om aan die studente kennis oor te dra wat hulle vir die 
res van hulle lewens gaan gebruik!

This is my 8th year of teaching, and during this 
time I have taught the entire Geography syllabus, 
from grade 4 up to grade 12. I have been a teacher 
in many different schools, anything from good 
private schools to challenging farm/rural schools. I 
am very excited about online teaching. I really feel 
that learners can get the most out of these lessons. 
I also admire homeschooling learners and parents 
for their self-discipline to take control of their own 
learning environment. I live on a farm and am loving 
every moment. In my spare time, I love to spend 
time with my friends and family, husband and two 
children. We like to go camping. I also like to jog and 
exercise.

Tegnologie en Fisika 
Gr 8-9, Wiskundige 

Geletterdheid Gr 10 - 12
Geography Gr 8 – 12

We know that many of you have been disrupted by 
the recent developments around the coronavirus 
outbreak and we have decided to work on an 
additional resource for students to use during this 
period.

You can now join Brainline's 
Free Resource Platform to 

support your child's education 
amid the lockdown. 

Our online resource library is open to the public 
and only requires a quick registration process. 
Gr R–12 students are able to access valuable 
information to assist them with various subjects, 
including Math, Science, Economics, Life 
Orientation and much more. 

Free
Resources

Click here to start your 
educational journey

https://brains-on.typeform.com/to/sBFglM


Head of Brainline Junior School, Gerda Remmert, says 
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has created added 
stress and anxiety amongst learners and the need for 
online classes has intensified. Online classes are now 
available for all junior grade subjects. 

The classes will be used to discuss 
and dissect areas that learners usually 

struggle with and parents are more 
than welcome to attend the classes so as 
to ensure that their child is participating 

adequately. 
The classes are interactive and learners 

are therefore able to ask questions.

Remmert says the classes are recorded and will be 
made available for learners who are not able to attend 
classes on a specific day or timeslot. The recordings 
can also be used for revision. 

Remmer say, during the Grade R-1 and Grade 2-3 
classes, learners have the opportunity to share news 
and tell friends about experiences. They also have 
the opportunity to practice reading and develop 

You have asked and we have listened! 
We officially kicked off with additional classes for our Brainline Junior 

School for Gr R – 7 on Monday, 3 August 2020. 

New Classes for Brainline Junior School! 

“

"

mathematic skills while discussing the topics 
according to the curriculum.

She says other forms of support are also made 
available to learners and parents.

‘We support our parents via regular webinars with a 
qualified clinical psychologist and general question 
and answer sessions to assist parents with planning 
their child’s schedules. Furthermore, we have started a 
weekly Afrikaans Elementary and Afrikaans Advanced 
class to assist learners who are struggling with 
Afrikaans.’

Brainline has partnered with 
Stretch-n-Grow to bring new and 

exciting activities to our students on 
a weekly basis. 

From 17 – 31 August 2020 we will 
offer a range of dance and fitness 

classes to our Gr R – 12’s. 
#mybrainline #dance #active

Book 
your 
spot

https://brainline.com/stretch-n-grow-with-brainline/


Students Honour 
Nelson Mandela Day 
On 18 July, the world celebrated Nelson Mandela Day. The day remembers Mandela’s achievements in working 
towards conflict resolution, democracy, human rights, peace, and reconciliation.  

Communities across the world are affected by the spread of Covid-19, which has hit every economy, causing 
new social and economic challenges and exacerbating old ones. This Mandela Day, South Africans stood 
together in the battle against the pandemic and sought ways in which we can honour the legacy of Madiba 
by making a difference in the lives of others who are less fortunate.  

To this effect, we asked our Brainliners to write a short piece about how they would like to make a positive 
impact in their house, family or community amid the Covid-19 pandemic. Here are some of their submissons:

Tamarin Joan Litt

I would like to start with the quote from Dr Tedros 
Adhanam, “This is the time of facts not fear. This is 
the time for science, not rumours. This is the time 
for solidarity not stigma. We are all in this together 
and we can only stop this together.” We can make 
a difference. How? Here are a few ways we can 
support our communities: Feeding the hungry, 
many people have been left without a stable income 
and therefore without food. Donating blood, since 
the beginning of the coronavirus crisis 150,000 
blood donations were lost, which are used to save 
lives. We all know there is a demand for masks. Get 
creative, make masks for the people that cannot 
afford to buy them. The quote by President Nelson 
Mandela that really inspired me is:  “a good head and 
good heart are always a formidable combination, 
but when you add to that a literate tongue or pen, 
then you have something very special.” As the saying 
goes “Together we stand, divided we fall”. So please 
fellow South Africans, let us do this together.

Nakeisha Naidoo

The great Mr Nelson Mandela once said:    
“Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is 
an act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental 
human right, the right to dignity and a decent life.” 
This can be regarded as one of the toughest times 
in our lives, during which hundreds of thousands of 
people have lost their jobs, homes, loved ones and 
are starving. This struggle cultivated the idea to lend 
a  helping hand to the people in my community. 
The reasoning behind my decision is that it deeply 
saddens me to see, at almost every traffic light or 
corner, that there are people begging for money just 
to buy food to survive.  In light of the above, my family, 
friends and I have decided to come together and 
give back to the community by providing the people 
in need with hampers. These hampers will contain 
masks, a medical supply kit, soaps, toothbrushes, 
toothpastes, warm socks, a few bottles of water and 
some canned foods to sustain them. It begins with 
one small step to make a difference in someone’s life.

Jo-Ané Tredoux

Covid-19 is die pandemie wat miljoene lewens 
oorheers. Dié monster wat die wêreld se nuwe 
normaal is en mense in vrees dompel oor die 
toekoms. Gebede en geloof is wat ons gaan sterk hou 
in hierdie tyd. Daarom bid ek vir dié wat eenvoudig 
nie meer kan nie. Ek sal bid vir krag om ander te kan 
help. Ek sal my gesin motiveer om die bybelstudie 
wat ons anker, te waardeer. Na ŉ lang dag kan ons 
saam koffie drink en gesels. Dis hoe ek my gesin sal 
help om uit die kloue van die monster te ontsnap. In 
tye soos hierdie is elke straal van positiwiteit iets om 
voor dankbaar te wees. Daarom sal ek elke oomblik 
aanpak met ŉ glimlag. Óf ek nou koekies uitdeel óf 
sielkundige speel, ek sal elke oomblik met ŉ dankbare 
hart geniet. Elke glimlag sal die pleister wees vir die 
wonde wat die Covid-monster veroorsaak. Al kom 
die wêreld totaal tot stilstand sal ek vasklou aan die 
sonsopkoms oor die berge en die sterre wat skitter 
in die naghemel, want dit sal ons troos. Met die mooi 
wat deur die nagdonker pandemie breek sal die 
geraas van Covid-19 swyg en God se liefde seëvier.



Brainline Partners with Edublox

Brainline Insights 

Is your child struggling to read well? 
Battling to concentrate, plan or organise? 

Do they have poor memory? 
Or do they simply need some support with 

languages? 

We are very excited to announce that 
Brainline is joining hands with Edublox 
Specialised Reading, Maths and Learning 
Service to assist our students with these 
challenges. 

For more information, 
visit the 

Belgium Campus 
website

We would like to introduce you to 
Brainline Insights! This is our bulletin 
platform where you will be able to 
read more about our activities at a 
glance. We are constantly evolving and 
would like to share our latest news and 
updates with our Brainline family via 
an instant platform! 

Make sure you pop in 
on a regular basis and 

stay updated!

Click here to see the exclusive discount 
offers for Brainline students

https://belgiumcampus.ac.za/
https://brainonline.com/2020/login/index.php
https://brainline.com/brainline-partners-with-edublox/
https://belgiumcampus.ac.za/


You are still able to enrol at Brainline for Cycle 3 and qualify for discounted rates. 

Brainline is the only reliable and comprehensive online home education option and our virtual school for Gr R–12 
continues uninterrupted. We make it affordable to switch to Brainline with flexible month-to-month payment options. 

#education #homeschool #online #classes #virtual

Switch To Brainline
We believe that quality education should be 

accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion to 
equip parents to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a wide range of 

valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

PLEASE NOTE
Our branches and the accompanying exam centres 

have been closed until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must be sent to the 

Montana Head Office via Postnet. Our telephonic 
and online support remains fully operational.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

More 
Info

https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en
https://brainline.com/step-into-the-future/

