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Home Education Provider, Brainline, has 
reassured parents who are considering 
homeschooling as an option not to be 
deterred by the process of registering 
for home education.

When the Minister addressed the 
media at the beginning of June on 
the Department of Basic Education’s 
decision to postpone the phased reopening 
of schools for Grade 7 and 12 pupils to 8 June, she 
reiterated that parents who still felt anxious about 
sending their children back to school amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, could apply for exemption 
for school attendance by registering for home-
schooling. Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says 
the process is not as daunting as it might seem.

‘Many parents who would like to opt for home 

How to register your child for homeschooling 
education or e-learning are deterred by the 

notion of having to apply for exemption to 
have their children homeschooled. This 

is, however, not such a complicated 
process. Parents who would like to home 
school their children only need to apply 
to the head of the Provincial Education 

Department,’ she says. 

The application can be made electronically, 
and parents need to submit the following 

documentation:

• Certified copy of parent/s’ ID 
• In case of foreign nationals – certified copies 

of passport /study permit/work permit/Asylum 
document is required

• Copy of latest school report (if the child 
was in school before, but if the child is only 
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• Weekly timetable which includes contact 
time per day

• Breakdown of terms per year (196 days 
per year)

• Learning programme
• Certified copy of child’s birth certificate

‘The application process might take up to 30 
days to be processed, but learners are allowed 
to continue homeschooling during this period. 
There is also no cost involved in registering your 
child,’ Cronje explains. 

Cronje says that, to homeschool learners, 



parents need to ensure that they adhere to a number of requirements, including that the lessons 
offered to the learners fall within the scope of the compulsory phases of education.

‘This is the foundation phase for Grade 1–3, the intermediate phase for Grade 4–6 or the senior 
phase for Grade 7–9. There is also a list of records that the parents need to keep as portfolio of 
evidence, which include amongst others, a record of attendance, a portfolio of work, a portfolio of 
the educational support given to the child, evidence of the continuous assessment of the child’s 
work, evidence of the assessment and or examination at the end of each year, and evidence at 
the end of Grade 3, 6 and 9, that shows whether your child has achieved the outcomes for these 
grades.’

Cronje says that, when learners enrol with home education providers such as Brainline, these 
requirements are already adhered to within the annual curriculum. 

Brainline is IEB recognised, which means that learners follow the South African National 
Curriculum (similar to the curriculum offered in South African schools) resulting in the 
National Senior Certificate (NSC) upon successful completion of their matric exams.

Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, is interviewed by ENCA on the 
process to register for homeschooling.

Click to watch

We care about our current clients and 
potential clients, and have, therefore, 

embarked on weekly online information 
sessions. Join us and RSVP with the links 
below or email mentor@brainline.com for 

more information. 

Brainline Cares

Upcoming online session:

RSVP for the Why Brainline 
online session

https://www.education.gov.za/Programmes/HomeEducation.aspx
https://brainline.com/brainline-ceo-coleen-cronje-is-interviewed-by-enca-on-the-process-to-register-for-home-schooling/
mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=
https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/why-brainline  
https://brainline.com/brainline-ceo-coleen-cronje-is-interviewed-by-enca-on-the-process-to-register-for-home-schooling/


Home Education Provider, Brainline, has stressed 
the importance of parents needing to prepare 
and equip themselves for what it terms ‘crisis 
homeschooling’. 

Brainline is hosting weekly information 
sessions with a registered psychologist for 
parents and learners to address challenges 
in light of the impact of the coronavirus on 
education and families in general. 

Consultant clinical psychologist for Brainline, 
Tanya van de Water, says the Covid-19 pandemic 
and subsequent lockdown that has affected the 
education of hundreds of thousands of learners, has 
placed many parents in a crisis situation. 

‘No one could foresee the current situation when we 
started the 2020 academic school year. COVID-19 has 
overwhelmed many and turned scores of parents 
into stressed homeschoolers. At times COVID-19 can 
feel like waging war against an invisible enemy,’ she 
says.

According to UNESCO, most governments around 
the world have, at some stage, temporarily closed 
educational institutions in an attempt to contain the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. These nationwide 
closures impacted over 60% of the world’s student 
population. In South Africa, schools closed in the 
middle of March and only reopened for Gr 7 and 
12 students on 8 June, while other grades will see 

gradual interphase. She says it is normal for parents 
to go through an array of emotions, including anger 
and uncertainty.

‘Parents are currently going through many emotions, 
including being sad, angry, anxious and unsure. It 
is important to appreciate that we have not been 
confronted with this situation before. There is no 
simple right answer.’ 

Van de Water says the current status quo has resulted 
in parents engaging in responsibilities that they 
previously outsourced.  She says parents and society, 
in general, have needed to juggle multiple roles at 
home: like being the chef, cleaner, the employer, 
the employee, the parent and even the teacher. 
She says it is of the utmost importance that parents 
put measures in place to help them cope with 
unchartered waters.

‘As the parent, the onus rests on you to ensure that 
you provide clear and decisive direction. Although 
overwhelming, these three steps can help. First of all, 
think clearly and do not act hastily. A crisis presents 
with both danger and opportunity, so choose what 
you are going to focus on. Secondly, do not be afraid 
to ask for help. There is no need to suffer alone, 
reach out to family, friends or your homeschooling 
organisation. Lastly, it is important to take care of 
yourself, physically and emotionally.’

Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says they are still 
experiencing an influx of new learners due to parents 

crisis homeschooling as a parent 
not feeling comfortable with the notion of sending 
their children back to school. She says Brainline has 
put in place several measures to assist parents during 
these uncertain times.

'Our curriculum is structured in such a way 
that learners and parents can regularly 
engage with teachers if they are struggling 
with a certain subject. 

We also have a dedicated mentor on hand to 
assist learners on a one-on-one level should they 
experience anxiety or depression. Every week, we 
also engage with the parents during our free online 
session, where they can ask questions and get 
feedback on issues that are troubling them. We want 
to make sure that our parents and learners know that 
Brainline cares about their well-being.’

How to prepare for

https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://youtu.be/9YB0N7XMxb4


To learn well, we need to eat well and adopt a healthy and balanced lifestyle. Most of us are not as 
healthy as we should or could be, and good health begins with making informed choices about 
the way we live and what we eat. 

Our Brainline students are currently on holiday and this might be the ideal time to start changing 
our habits.

Teaching younger kids to eat healthy can often be tricky. I suggest talking to your kids about the 
food they eat, why it matters and how they can make healthy choices. 

Show them what healthy eating looks like and involve them in shopping by discussing the 
different food groups. 

Eating dinner as a family and modelling good eating habits will go a long way in helping kids to 
make healthy choices. 

For more information or queries, 
contact me on mentor@brainline.com 

Drink enough water: 
it is recommended that you drink about 
8 glasses of water per day.

Eat vegetables: 
ensure that you include a variety of 
different vegetables in your diet.

Don’t forget about fruits: 
fruits contain loads of vitamins and 
minerals. 

Make sure that you eat enough protein: 
fish, poultry, nuts and beans are the best 
choices.

Eat three meals with snacks: 
eating every 4 – 5 hours ensures that 
you have enough energy.

Increase your activity levels: 
start an activity that you like that will 
get you moving. Whether it is daily 
walks, runs or riding a bike.

Socialise with friends: 
during the lockdown, you can use 
technology to keep in touch.

Make sure that you sleep enough: 
Avoid bright lights before sleep; this 
means avoiding screen time. 

Think positive thoughts: 
be with people who bring out the best in 
you and who support you during difficult 
times! 

Here are some easy tips to stay healthy:

Wellness and Nutrition 
A LETTER FROM OUR MENTOR

Im
age Credit: Alyssa Coetzee (Brainline Student)
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Introducing
New Cloud 
School Teachers 

I have been teaching for over 6 years and I am very excited to join the 
online learning platform at such a critical time. I am sure it will enhance 
my teaching presentation and I can spread my persistent love of learning. 
On a personal note, I love spending time with my three year old son 
(although that’s not really a hobby, more like a blessing) and I love visiting 
museums, art galleries and antique auctions. I really love travelling and 
exploring new places. I am a trained conservator of heritage objects, 
so I have restored and conserved a vast amount of artworks and other 
objects of significance.

I have been teaching forever! I am passionate about Maths teaching 
and working with teenagers. I am very excited to join the Brainline team 
and I believe that, with all the experience I have in teaching maths, I 
can make a positive contribution to the company and to the learners 
in particular. Online teaching will be a new experience for me and I am 
looking forward to learning new skills with the technology I am going 
to use. I do not have a lot of free time but enjoy reading, gardening and 
crafts like mosaic and pewter. I also like art, movies and music, mainly 
pop and rock. I am a widow with two wonderful adult children and two 
gorgeous granddaughters. I am an over the top granny and that fact even 
surprises me!  I have travelled quite a bit and I hope that I shall still have 
the opportunity to travel to Croatia. It is a country I would very much like 
to explore. An interesting experience I have had is that I have been in a 
submarine in the Red Sea on one of my travels.

This is my fifth year in teaching. I am grateful 
to be able to focus on quality teaching, to 
create new exciting resources for my students, 
and to discover a world of teaching where my 
students are just as invested as I am. I like to 
read, explore nature, write and spend time 
with my family. I am busy studying towards my 
B.Compt Accounting in Financial Accounting 
through UNISA. I always say that, even though 
in my work I am a perfectionist, at home, 
my accounting personality is not visible, 
because nothing in my house matches. I love 
colours, anything bohemian and gypsy-like, 
which is almost in contrast with my “work” 
personality. The more colour in my life, the 
happier I am. I do love antiques as well. I am 
also very sentimental, I always find a space for 
something in my house, because it is the little 
things in life that counts the most.

I have been a teacher for 4 years going on 5 years. I am excited about 
getting to know the learners and using technology to inspire young 
entrepreneurs. My hobbies include being creative, sewing, baking and 
spending time with loved ones. An interesting fact about me is that I do 
not eat tomatoes, but I love tomato sauce.

Mathematics Gr 8 – 12

Accounting Gr 8 – 12
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History Gr 8 – 12 and 
Tourism Gr 10 – 12

Consumer Studies 
Gr 10 – 12 and 

Business Studies Gr 8 – 12



B-Active With Brainline!
At Brainline the saying "a healthy body hosts a 
healthy mind" is not just a phrase, it is our mantra! 
We are therefore super excited to announce a new 
partnership with the B-Active Group! 

They are focused on developing children's 
confidence, skills and fitness through exposure to 
sports experiences and will be offering FREE custom-
made active sessions for our Brainliners.

Click to 
RSVP for the

 
session

Grade 4 - 7

Click to 
RSVP for the

 
session

Grade 8 - 12

Make sure you have the following ready when taking part:

* Suitable active wear (there will be lots of jumping)
* Water or juice
* A great attitude

Now get ready for a super fun journey into your active healthy lifestyle!

Please note that it is essential that you reserve your spot for the weekly 
sessions. Remember, they are very popular and spaces are limited!

We know that many of you have been disrupted by 
the recent developments around the coronavirus 
outbreak and we have decided to work on an 
additional resource for students to use during this 
period.

You can now join Brainline's 
Free Resource Platform to 

support your child's education 
amid the lockdown. 

Our online resource library is open to the public 
and only requires a quick registration process. 
Gr R–12 students are able to access valuable 
information to assist them with various subjects, 
including Math, Science, Economics, Life 
Orientation and much more. 

Free
Resources

Click to 
RSVP for the

 
session

Grade R - 3

Here is an example of what a session entails: 

Click here to start your 
educational journey

https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active/b-active-with-brainline-gr4-7?month=2020-07
https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active/b-active-with-brainline-grade-graad-8-12?month=2020-07
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2Oos6ZrXJs&feature=youtu.be
https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active/b-active-with-brainline-grr-3?month=2020-07
https://brains-on.typeform.com/to/sBFglM


We believe that quality education should be 
accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion to 

equip parents to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a wide range of 

valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

PLEASE NOTE
Our branches and the accompanying exam centres 

have been closed until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must be sent to the 

Montana Head Office via Postnet. Our telephonic 
and online support remains fully operational.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

You are still able to enrol at Brainline and we have extended our special offer! Enrol now for the 
third term until 13 July 2020 and qualify for 35% discount.

Brainline is the only reliable and comprehensive online home education option and our 
virtual school for Gr R–12 continues uninterrupted. We make it affordable to switch to 
Brainline with flexible month-to-month payment options. 
#education #homeschool #online #classes #virtual

Switch To Brainline

https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en
https://brainline.com/step-into-the-future/

