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Online school says Grade 12 
mid-year exams will continue 
uninterrupted

brainblitznewsletter • nuusbrief

Online School, Brainline, says the mid-year Grade 12 
exams will continue uninterrupted. This is despite an 
announcement by Basic Education Minister, Angie 
Motshekga, that the Department has decided to scrap 
the June exams for matrics to allow time to cover 
this year’s curriculum. Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, 
says the school has not been affected by last year’s 
academic interruptions due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and Grade 12s have been attending daily classes since 
January. 

‘As a fully functional online school, we were fortunate 
enough not to be affected by the lockdown and 
subsequent school closures last year and, the status 

quo has continued since 
we opened our doors 
on January 25. Our 
school operates online 
with virtual classes by 
qualified teachers, and 
we are therefore not 
faced with the same 
challenges as traditional schools who are now again 
faced by the third wave of the pandemic,’ she says.

In her address to the Portfolio Committee on Basic 
Education, Motshekga said the plan was to keep the 
Grade 12 pupils in class for as long as possible and 
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Switch To
The third Covid-19 wave is once 
again wreaking havoc with our 

education system with several schools 
being forced to close. Experience 

uninterrupted education when you 
join Brainline’s online school.

Enrol and save with Brainline! If you 
enrol now for Cycle 3, you will receive 
30% off the 2021 fees. Remember to 
use the discount code: SWITCHT030. 

More 
information

to make up for lost time. Cronje says they, however, 
believe it’s imperative that Brainline students write the 
mid-year exam.

‘As we have had uninterrupted teaching since January, 
it is important that we continue to assess the progress 
of our learners on a continuous basis to prepare them 
for the final exams. Our June exams form part of their 
marks for the year and it also gives us the opportunity 
to identify the need for intervention where students 
need help,’ Cronje explains.

Last month, a report by the South African Teachers 
Union (SAOU) indicated that 66% of schools failed to 
complete the CAPS-curriculum last year, while more 
than half have not been able to cover the first phase 
of the curriculum during the first portion of the 
2021 academic year. Cronje says these statistics are 
very concerning in light of the fact that a number of 
schools are forced to close once again after recording 
Covid cases recently, putting an even greater burden 
on the academic calendar. 

‘More teaching and learning time are being lost and 
the curriculum backlog will become even greater for 
many of these learners,’ Cronje observes. 

Cronje says, now more than ever, government and 
academic institutions need to consider online learning 
options to mitigate the time lost in the classroom. She 
says it is critical to start phasing in e-learning methods. 

E-learning has already been embraced by schools 
and universities around the country and the world. 
Cronje says it is estimated that 31.18 million South 
Africans have access to the Internet, while there are 
28.9 million active mobile users. She says it is therefore 
of the utmost importance that the online classrooms 
enjoy more prominence. 

Cronje says Brainline continues to be inundated by 
students from traditional schools who are looking for 
alternative online options. 

‘Many learners have indicated that they preferred the 
stability of the online platform to that of the traditional 
classroom. It is important to note that home or online 
education has evolved significantly and are now based 
on individual needs. Home education can provide 
a safe space for children who may have found the 
traditional schooling environment challenging,’ says 
Cronje.

While enrolment for Grade 12 students has closed 
already, Brainline is still enrolling new Grade R – 
11 learners for Cycle 3. Brainline is IEB recognised. 
Learners who are enrolled with us to complete their 
final examinations and who fulfil the requirements 
for this qualification, will receive their National Senior 
Certificate (NSC) as issued by Umalusi.

"

"

The pandemic has made online access to learning and teaching essential and 
urgent. It is therefore important that the basic education authorities partner 
with the private sector to empower learner’s and teacher’s programmes with 

data, devices and ICT training as a start.  This will go a long way to ensure a fairer 
education system, as e-learning and mobile learning could serve as an additional 

learning resource that can assist in accessing learning tools.

https://brainline.com/we-see-greatness-in-you/
https://brainline.com/we-see-greatness-in-you/ 
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The importance of hobbies
Mentor Letter

can meet new people who enjoy doing the same 
things you do – you can discuss your hobby and get 
connected to a bigger circle. 

It is easy to understand how hobbies may benefit your 
life, but not all hobbies will be a good fit. Choosing a 
hobby is about what interests you. If you sit at your 
desk most of the day you could choose a hobby that 
allows you to be active – for example hiking, dancing, 
exercising, yoga and swimming.

If you prefer less physical activities, you can try 
cooking, baking, writing, photography or painting. 

Spending time on an activity that you enjoy and 
that is not linked to school, will increase happiness. 
Without a hobby, your life may become boring, seem 
demanding and may end up in an unhealthy cycle. 

Hobbies offer you an opportunity to take a break and 
give you a sense of purpose.  Being skilled and good 
at something makes you confident. The journey of 
experiencing is rewarding.  

Hobbies that include physical activities create 
chemical changes in your body 

that assist with reducing 
stress. 

Some hobbies 
might also 

provide an 
opportunity 
for you to 
socialise with 
people. You 

Students may often feel like they are stuck in a daily or weekly 
routine.  Add on the stress of assessments and tests – and it 
feels overwhelming.

One way to change up the routine and to help destress 
is by finding and focusing on a hobby or hobbies.

A hobby a 
day keeps the 

doldrums 
away. 

Phyllis McGinley

I look forward to hearing and seeing what hobby or 
hobbies you start with during the Cycle 2 Academic 
Recess.

mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=Brainline%20Mentor


Youth Day Message
Brainline 

‘We know the South African education system has 
been characterised by decaying infrastructure, 
overcrowded classrooms and overwhelmingly poor 
educational outcomes stemming from many factors 
such as inequality. However, the coronavirus and the 
subsequent school closures over the last 12 months have 
had a devastating effect on the time learners spend on 
their academic future. It is yet to be determined whether 
the backlog of the time lost in the classroom will be 
recovered,’ says Cronje.

A recent report by the South African Teachers Union 
(SAOU) painted a bleak picture of the state of the 
country’s basic education. It stated, amongst others, that 
66% of schools failed to complete the CAPS-curriculum 
last year, while more than half have not been able to 
cover the first phase of the curriculum during the first 
portion of the 2021 academic year.

‘The report comes amid an announcement by the 
Department of Basic Education that the June exams for 
Grade 12s have also been scrapped to allow for more 
time to catch up with the curriculum. This is once again 
an indicator of the devastating impact of Covid-19 
on our matrics in particular. The mid-year exams are 
critical to gauge the readiness of these students halfway 
through the year,’ Cronje explains.

South Africa’s youth faces a different set of challenges this Youth Day
Online School, Brainline, says today’s youth faces a different set of challenges to the Class of 1976, however, these 
obstacles are as detrimental to their future than that of 45 years ago. Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says as the 
country celebrates Youth Day on June 16, the young people of South Africa stare an uncertain future in the face 
in light of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the havoc it has created within academic circles.

Cronje says Brainline’s Grade 12 students will, however, 
still write their June exams as they have enjoyed 
uninterrupted classes throughout last year and this 
year. She says it is important to continue to assess the 
progress of the Brainline learners on a continuous basis 
to prepare them for the final exams. 

‘Our June exams form part of their marks for the year and 
it also gives us the opportunity to identify the need for 
intervention where students need help,’ she elaborates.

But many students are not so fortunate as to have had 
the advantage of online learning. While e-learning has 
been embraced by schools and universities around the 
country and the world, many schools in South Africa, 
especially in rural areas, are still without the advantages 
of technology. 

‘Covid-19 has ushered in a time of change and forced 
paradigm shifts in many areas. It has forced us to rethink 
the traditional school model and question the way we 
teach. Educators have been instrumental in finding 
new ways to ensure learning continues for children 
by developing online and offline learning materials; 
learning about the working of video conferencing tools 
to be able to meet students regularly and conducting 
mental and social well-being sessions during the start 

of the school day and at closure. However, thousands 
of children all over South Africa do not even have a 
proper classroom, not even to mention access to online 
platforms.’

Cronje says the current third wave of the coronavirus 
and another set of school closures in many parts of the 
country should create a greater sense of urgency to find 
a lasting solution. 

Virtual schools might be a relatively a 
new concept, but the new trend of the 

blended learning model is gaining 
popularity. We know that the coronavirus 

and its effects will be with us for some time 
to come; therefore, it’s imperative that all 

stakeholders work together to find a fast and 
lasting solution, so that we give our youth 

hope for a prosperous future 
through uninterrupted education.

"
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At Brainline, the satisfaction of 
our students and clients are of 
the utmost importance as we 

continue to strife for excellence in 
all spheres of our online school. 

Please let us know about your 
experience and whether you’d 
recommend us to other home 

schooling families? 
The responsibility of choosing subjects or a career path 
has often been a daunting task for many students, as 
many see it as the determining factor for how their 
future will pan out. We, as parents, guardians and 
teachers, often encourage our students to strive towards 
success, sometimes not taking into consideration that 
success is made up of many factors that relate not only 
to one’s career. Students need encouragement, support 
and understanding when it comes to making such a big 
decision as choosing subjects or a career path. 

According to Inyathelo: The South African Institute 
for Advancement, South African universities can only 
accommodate 18% of the matriculants, and of those 
18%, approximately 47% do not complete their studies. 
One of the reasons for not completing their studies is a 
loss of interest in their chosen field of study. 

Taking these statistics into consideration, Mr 
Thomaïdes, the Specialist Senior Student Advisor 
for the University of Pretoria, suggests that students 
take into consideration the following factors when 
choosing subjects and careers: personal vision, work 

ethic, personality, aptitude as well as interests.  It 
is paramount that students aim for employability 
instead of narrowly focusing on employment. No 
longer are we living in the days where students need 
Mathematics and Physical Science to enter a career 
with high financial rewards. Students can still apply for 
some excellent study opportunities in various fields in 
Law and the School of Information Technology without 
Mathematics. 

Our students need encouragement to do research 
in finding a career that will be in high demand for 
many years to come. There are excellent programmes 
available such as EDUvelopment, Brainwave as well as a 
free platform specifically for career opportunities which 
you can visit at www.gostudy.mobi. Please feel free 
to consult any of these platforms when making your 
subject and career choices.

Make an informed decision when 
choosing your subjects and your career

Visit the Brainline 
subjects page

Review 
Brainline

Click here to submit 
your review

https://eduvelopment.com/
https://brainwavecareers.co.za/
http://www.gostudy.mobi/
https://brainline.com/subject-choices/
https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/reviews


Introducing 7@Brainline
We have great news!  

Now you have the opportunity to stay on the Brainline 
premises while writing your exams.

7@Brainline has convenient and modern self-catering unit options for students who would like 
to stay in Pretoria during the test cycle. Each unit has its own bathroom, kitchen and washing 
machine, amongst others.

Please note that students who would like to make use of this offer, must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian.

We look forward to hosting you!

There is limited space available, so please reserve your spot as soon as possible by clicking 
on the links below. The units are individually priced.

Unit 1
(2 single beds and a 

portable bed)

Unit 5
(2 single beds)

Unit 2
(2 single beds and a 

portable bed)

Unit 3
(2 bedrooms with a 

double bed and ¾ bed)

Unit 4
(2 single beds)

https://airbnb.com/h/1-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/7b-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/2-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/4-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/7a-brainline


1. What is the purpose of the library?

2. Who has access to the library?

3. How can students make use of the library?

4. Can students indicate what their favourite books are?

5. How can students request books to be added to the library?

The resources in the library gives learning support for literacy and education 
free of charge.  Learners can consult online books immediately. Books in the 
library can be borrowed for 7 days at a time. 

Any Brainline learner who has access to the Snapplify reader.

Students can access the library via this link: 

No, but the Librarian does put a yellow star next to the favourites the school chooses. 

If students have some suggestions around new books for consideration, they can make their requests here: 

Did you know that Brainline has 
its own library? Here is some 

important information on how you 
as a Brainline student can make 
use of this wonderful resource.

Brainline 
Library

https://help.snapplify.com/en/snapplifyknowledgebase/engage-for-students
https://help.snapplify.com/en/snapplifyknowledgebase/engage-for-students
https://help.snapplify.com/snapplifyknowledgebase/finding-what-you-need-in-the-library


https://www.credobooks.co.za/register/ 
https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active
http://brainline.snapplify.com/
https://brainline.com/wp-content/uploads/Brainline-2021-Provisional-Year-Planner_v1.pdf 


https://www.vegaschool.com/


mailto:employeeconnectkzn.za%40mtn.com?subject=
http://mtnbusiness.co.za


Brainline 2021 Calendar
We believe that quality education should 
be accessible to students of all ages. It is 

our passion to equip parents to guide their 
children to achieve their National Senior 

Certificate through a wide range of valuable 
and innovative homeschool curriculum 

products and assessment services.

Our branches and the accompanying exam 
centres have been closed until further notice 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must 

be sent to the Montana Head Office via 
PostNet. Our telephonic and online support 

remains fully operational.

Please do not visit 
our offices, we’re 

operating remotely.

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

Click here to view 
the full provisional year 

planner for 2021

https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en
https://brainline.com/wp-content/uploads/Brainline-2021-Provisional-Year-Planner_v1.pdf

