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Home education provider, Brainline, has 
welcomed comments by Basic Education Minister, 
Angie Motshekga, that parents who are not 
comfortable with sending their children 
to school next month over fears of 
the coronavirus pandemic should 
consider homeschooling. During 
a media briefing on Tuesday, the 
Minister indicated that the first group 
of pupils, Gr 7 and 12, will return to 
school on 1 June, while other grades 
would follow in due course. 

Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says that parents 
are confronted with challenges around balancing 
education and their children’s safety. ‘Despite 

home education as a viable option for parents 
not eager to send their children back to school

Brainline welcomes Basic Education Minister's comments on

assurances by the Department that measures will be 
put in place to prevent the spread of the coronavirus in 

schools, many parents are still in doubt as to whether 
they should send their children back to school 

or follow the homeschooling option. It is a 
personal choice, but homeschooling is a 
safe, secure and viable option, as learners 
are not impacted by school closures, 
a phased-in approach of grades or by 
unsafe environments. Homeschooling 

can provide the necessary peace of mind 
for parents,’ she says.

During her briefing, Motshekga urged parents to 
work closely with schools to ensure pupils with pre-
existing illnesses are accommodated. Cronje says that 
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homeschooling would be the safest option for 
this category of students. Meanwhile, she says 
more clarity is needed on the phasing in of other 
grades as well as the 2020 school calendar.

‘At this stage, the Minister has confirmed what 
has been said on previous occasions. Learners 
have lost more than two months of education, 
and more clarity on the introduction of other 
grades, as well as what the academic calendar 
will look like is urgently needed,’ she says.

In her address, the Minister indicated that the 
new academic calendar and plans to reintroduce 
other grades would be made public shortly.  >



She said that the Grade 12 final exams will 
take place later than planned, but that their 
curriculum will not be impacted.

‘We are extremely grateful to hear that the 
Grade 12 final exams will continue to take place 
during this academic year. There has been a 
lot of uncertainty around this particular issue. 
At Brainline, we were fortunate to continue 
as per usual; however, any changes from the 
Department would also impact our students.’

Cronje says that, while they welcome the 
reopening of schools, it is vital to ensure the 
health and safety of learners.

‘The Minister has given the assurance that 
preparations are in place to ensure a safe and 
secure environment for students upon their 
arrival. It is, however, of the utmost importance 
to ensure that these measures are adhered to, 
as we are dealing with children’s lives.’

As an online school, Brainline has been able 
to provide continuous education to learners 
during the lockdown period. For this reason, 
parents can rest assured that, should they 
decide to use Brainline as their virtual school, 
the continuous academic education of their 
children is secured.

Brainline is IEB recognised, which means that 
learners follow the South African National 
Curriculum (similar to the curriculum offered 
in South African schools) resulting in the 
National Senior Certificate (NSC) upon 
successful completion of their matric exams.

We care about both our current clients and potential clients, and have, therefore, embarked 
on weekly online information sessions. 

Join us and RSVP on the links below or email mentor@brainline.com for more information. 

Brainline Cares

Upcoming online sessions:

RSVP for one of the Ask Brainline 
online sessions

RSVP for one of the Why Brainline 
online sessions 

mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=
https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/ask-brainline 
https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/why-brainline 


Online education providers are scrambling to meet the 
demand after the minister of basic education, Angie 
Motshekga, announced on Tuesday that only Grade 7 
and 12 pupils are going back to school at the beginning 
of June.

While uncertainty persists about when other grades will 
go back to school, many parents are reluctant to return 
their children to school at all – especially those with 
underlying conditions like diabetes or asthma - for fear 
of contracting Covid-19.

There are also concerns that children may contract the 
virus at school and infect family members, as well as the 
elderly and the most vulnerable in communities. Online 
schooling offers a solution which is often affordable, and 
there are several companies offering different options.

Importantly, when choosing a provider, you need 
to ensure the company is registered with the South 
African Comprehensive Assessment Institute (SACAI), 
which monitors education providers who adhere to the 
Department of Basic Education’s CAPS curriculum.

Here are some of the current options:

Curro Online is SA’s latest online school. While more 
details will be released next week, SA’s biggest private 
school group stressed that this is not a home-schooling 
model, where parents need to take on the responsibility 
of teaching and continuous supervision. Instead, 
teachers will be present online during each lesson, and 
parents will only have to check homework.

Virtual Schools offers Grade 1 to Grade 12 by using a 
“blended” schooling method. Learners access tutors 
and lessons online and use textbooks and study guides. 
The lessons are set out according to a timeline and there 
is no need for parental assistance because learners can 
call a tutor when needed, says Alby Masters, registrar 
of virtual schools. They also offer group and recorded 

Best Online School Options for 2020 
Business Insider: 

This article is also available online

lessons. “The aim is to encourage independent learners,” 
says Masters. He says Virtual Schools’ programme is such 
that learners can start at any time and finish when they 
are ready. It is easy to complete one year’s curriculum 
online in six to nine months because there are no 
distractions, says Masters. Fees start at R3,500 per year 
for Grade R and reach R27,530 per year for Grade 12.

Brainline has been offering distance learning for 
more than 30 years, and became a fully online virtual 
school three years ago. Coleen Cronjé, CEO of Brainline, 
says the school offers Grade R to 12 to a couple of 
thousand learners all over the world. They follow the 
CAPS curriculum. Brainline makes use of live classes, 
webinars and recorded lessons. In addition, parents can 
buy textbooks, because physical books are often more 
comfortable for children to use for long periods of time, 
says Cronjé. Each lesson is loaded onto the learner’s 
profile. Parents receive reports after every assessment 
period. Brainline’s examinations are assessed by the 
IEB. Their fees range from R3,800 per year to R28,000 
per year for matric. Cronjé says the school supports 
independent learning, but also encourages parents to 
be involved with their children’s education to improve 
learning outcomes.

Clonard Education has been offering homeschooling 
assistance since 1996. Heather Tyrrell, director of 
Clonard, says they provide about 1,000 learners with 
the CAPS curriculum via online lessons and hardcopy 
textbooks. Clonard is SACAI registered and is managed 
by qualified South African teachers and assessors. The 
fees start at R3,500 per year and go up to R22,000 per 
year for Grade 12.

Impaq offers online education to over 18,000 students 
and has been operating since 2002. It also follows 
the CAPS curriculum and lessons are offered using 
webinars and textbooks. Learners are supported by 
over 1,200 experienced and qualified tutors. Impaq 
is registered with SACAI and learners do the national 

senior certificate exam. Grade R to 12 learners are 
accommodated, and Impaq says learners can easily 
integrate back into the traditional schooling system. 
Fees range from R3,552 for Grade R to R24,000 for 
Grade 12.

Think Digital College has been operating since 
2016, and CEO Janessa Laita says it aims to replicate 
the schooling environment online by using recorded 
lessons and offering learners access to a tutor portal. 
The school sends parents a weekly report of their 
children’s website activity, tests and assessments. 
They make use of private tutors, so that it is easier for 
parents, says Laita. They currently have almost 5,000 
students. The school offers the CAPS curriculum for 
Grade R to 12 learners, as well as the R to A levels 
of the British schooling system supported by the 
Cambridge curriculum. Fees range from R3,750 to 
R14,000 per year.

Mytopdog offers online learning assistance to 
learners through its Vodacom e-school which is free 
to learners from Grade R to 12 with no data costs. 
Video lessons can be used by learners at their own 
pace.

Cambrilearn offers the British curriculum online to 
learners in SA. Fees start at R10,000 a year, and can 
go up to R60,000. Online teachers, daily interactive 
lessons, private lessons, and on-demand chat facility 
are offered. It covers from pre-primary to A-levels.

Afrikaans-speaking learners can currently access the 
Die Wolkskool for free. The school is part of trade 
union Solidariteit’s school-support centre and offers 
Grade 1 to 12 online. The website was originally 
started as an online tool to assist learners and 
teachers, but is now a fully functioning online school. 
They teach all primary school subjects and 12 high 
school subjects by using video lessons on demand. 
The school is currently assisting 7,000 matric pupils 
to finish Grade 12. But note: Die Wolkskool is not 
accredited with SACAI.

https://www.businessinsider.co.za/online-school-options-in-sa-2020-5


Brainliners, let’s have some 
fun! Get those juices pumping 

and Jump for Brainline! 

Here are a few simple 
steps to take part

We cannot wait to see what you come up with! 
#Jump4Brainline #MySchoolIsSchool @myBrainline

Jump for Brainline

Enrol for the final examination to 
complete the academic year and 

receive a formal Brainline report - from 
the comfort of your own home!

Report 2 Go!

Click here 
for more 

information

We know that many of you have been disrupted by 
the recent developments around the coronavirus 
outbreak and we have decided to work on an 
additional resource for students to use during this 
period.

You can now join Brainline's 
Free Resource Platform to 

support your child's education 
amid the lockdown. 

Our online resource library is open to the public 
and only requires a quick registration process. 
Gr R–12 students are able to access valuable 
information to assist them with various subjects 
including Math, Science, Economics, Life 
Orientation and much more. 

Free
Resources

Click here to start your 
educational journey.

1. Make a fun and innovative 
jump video/ photo

2. Share it on your social media: 
Facebook/ Instagram

3. Tag @myBrainline
4. Use the #Jump4Brainline 

#MySchoolIsSchool

Watch our video online

https://brainline.com/products/report2go/
https://brains-on.typeform.com/to/sBFglM
https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlvfuDRANbM&feature=youtu.be


How to 
cope with exam 

stress? 

It is important to nourish your body and brain to 
ensure that you can study optimally; you can do this by 

Exam stress often stems from the fear of 
failure.  During our recent Gr 10-12 sessions 

with psychologist, Tanya van de Water, 
she explained that there are two solutions 
for exam stress; an elegant solution and a 

practical solution.

A LETTER FROM OUR MENTOR eating well. Poor nutrition can lead to trouble sleeping, 
poor memory and difficulty solving problems.

Good food ideas include meat, fish, eggs, legumes and 
seeds for protein. Don’t forget about your fruits and 
veggies, which contain antioxidants. Avocados, nuts, 
olive oil and peanut butter contain monosaturated fats 
which improve your memory.

Cut back on the caffeine, although you may feel 
refreshed and focused, moderation is the key. Water, 
water and again water! Our brains are approximately 
73% water and it is vital to keep your brain in tip top 
shape.

Ensure that you rest enough. Research has shown 
that sleeping enhances memory and that you will 
remember information better.

Prioritise! Prioritise what and when you want to 
study and work according to a plan. Draw up a study 
plan and wake up every day, knowing what you want 
to achieve.

Grab a blank calendar and add your exam dates and 
any other important appointments. Divide each day 
into three sessions – morning, afternoon and evening 
– slot in the exams according to morning or afternoon 
sessions.

If you write in both the morning and afternoon sessions, 
you will perhaps not want to study at high intensity in 
the evening. If you are writing an important subject the 
following day, you will need to. Use an evening such as 
this for reading your prescribed books, which is not a 
high intensity activity. If you have a morning session 
free, you can spend it preparing for the exam in the 
afternoon. 

Keep in mind, a study schedule can and sometimes 
must be flexible.

Each of us have our own preferred study method, but 
there are some tips that all of us can use, such as:
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Have a clean and quiet 
workspace – with your 
materials ready to go.

Know what paper you are 
writing and what topics are 
included in the exam.

Take regular breaks.

Ask for help!

Reward yourself when you 
achieve your study goals.

Ms van de Water also shared a tip for exam time 
which can be explained as “mind games”. Start off 
by answering questions that you can answer; that 
will boost your confidence and motivate you for the 
remainder of the paper.

And last but not least, breathe, calm down – you can 
do this!

"Trust yourself, you know more than you think 
you do." Benjamin Spock

Should you feel overwhelmed with the upcoming 
exams – you are welcome to contact me, the 
Brainline Mentor at mentor@brainline.com.

mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=


A Word from our 
Brainliners     

Click here to 
write your review

Good to luck to 
all our students 

who started 
with the 

Cycle 2 exams
Please tell us 
about your 

Brainline 
experience by 

writing a review 
on our 

Facebook 
Page.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/myBrainline/reviews/?ref=page_internal


We believe that quality education should be 
accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion to 

equip parents to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a wide range of 

valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

PLEASE NOTE
Our branches and the accompanying exam centres 

have been closed until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must be sent to the 

Montana Head Office via Postnet. Our telephonic 
and online support remains fully operational.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

We know these are difficult times and we are, therefore, making 
it more affordable for parents to switch to Brainline from the 1st 
of June. 

Give your child a head start to prepare for Cycle 3, which will commence on 13 
July, with the test cycle starting on 31 August. This will give your child ample 
time to prepare and set themselves up for academic success in the safety of 
your own home. Join the Brainline family, the leader in home education, with 
over 30 years of experience in the industry. 

Switch To Brainline Contact us today 
to qualify for a

35% discount 
on Grade 1 - 11. 

Click here to visit 
our web page 
and switch. 

Offer valid from
1 June – 19 July 2020

https://brainline.com/why-brainline/ 
https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en
https://brainline.com/step-into-the-future/

