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Close to a million matric learners will start their final 
exams later this week.  Online school and home 
education provider, Brainline, has stressed the 
importance of providing students with adequate 
support to cope with this mammoth task. 
Brainline Mentor, Liezel Bruwer, says 
these exams mark the culmination of 
an academic year like no other, with 
numerous unexpected challenges for 
the Class of 2020.

‘This group of students had to endure 
very different conditions than that of their 
predecessors such as adapting to social isolation, 
not being able to attend classes due to Covid-19 

Gr 12s sitting for their final exams must receive 
adequate support to cope with final exam stress

and having to complete a curriculum amidst of 
catching up with missed classes. Many students had 
to deal with the added pressures of not being able 

to access information due to a lack of technology.  
Brainline students were fortunate enough to 

receive uninterrupted education; however, 
many others were not so lucky,’  she says.

Kick-off for the final exams is this week, 
for the Department of Basic Education, 

whilst matrics writing the Independent 
Examination Board (IEB) exams started a few 

weeks ago. Bruwer says the odds are stacked 
against the Class of 2020, and they need support 
now more than ever to cope with exam stress.
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It is 
imperative 

that students 
admit it if 
they need 

help

‘Exam stress often stems from the fear of 
failure; however, there are ways to cope 
with this kind of pressure. It is important 
that teachers, parents and the students 
themselves ensure that they are equipped 
to deal with the stress over the next few 
weeks,’  Bruwer explains.

She says it is imperative that students admit 
it if they need help.

‘Let your trusted teacher, family member 
or friends know how if you’re struggling. 
This will enable them to offer you support, 
encouragement or a sympathetic ear. > 



Ask for help and raise your concerns with your 
teacher, mentor or tutor. They have dealt with similar 
situations in the past and will know how to support 
you.’

Bruwer says it is essential to remember to 
nourish body and mind for optimal study 
success. She says poor nutrition can lead 
to trouble with sleeping, poor memory and 

difficulty solving problems. 

‘Good food ideas include meat, fish, eggs, 
legumes and seeds for protein. Don’t forget 
about your fruits and veggies, which contain 
antioxidants. Avocados, nuts, olive oil and 

peanut butter, contain monosaturated fats which 
improve your memory. Cut back on the caffeine, 
even though it may cause you to feel refreshed and 
focused. Moderation is the key. Water, water and 
more water is the better idea! Our brains are 
approximately 73% water, and it is vital to keep 
your brain in tip-top shape.’

Bruwer says it is vital to get enough rest. ‘Ensure 
that you rest enough. Research has shown 
that sleeping enhances memory.’ 

When it comes to studying, it is important to 
work according to a plan.  ‘If you write both 
the morning and afternoon sessions, you may 
prefer not to study at high intensity during the 

preceding evening. Use an evening such as this for 
reading your prescribed books, which may be less 
consuming. A study schedule should be flexible.
Bruwer says that while each student has their 
favourite study methods, some universal tips may be 
helpful.

Make sure that you have a 
clean and quiet workspace, with your 

books ready and close at hand. 
Take regular breaks and ask for 

help when needed! Remember to 
reward yourself when you achieve

 your study goals.

During the lockdown and the final exams, Brainline 
has offered many support platforms to students.

‘We have hosted regular one-on-one sessions with 
students were they were able to ask questions, raise 
concerns or just use our platforms as a listening board 
for their frustrations over the unusual circumstances. 
As a mentor, my door was always open to students 
and parents alike who were struggling to cope with 
the current status quo. At Brainline, we know how 
important it is to support and encourage learners, 
especially our Grade 12’s who are fighting for their 
futures.

Brainline’s students are part of the IEB exams and will 
write their final paper at the end of November.

Should you feel overwhelmed and need an ear or 
guidance, please contact our Brainline Mentor, 
mentor@brainline.com. 

Sharing concerns or problems makes the 
challenge seem more manageable. 
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South Africa's education landscape has been reshaped forever 
with e-learning, possibly addressing shortage of public schools 
Online School, Brainline, says the recent Covid-19 
pandemic has reshaped basic education forever and 
has highlighted the importance of e-learning for the 
future, which could address the current shortage of 
public schools. Hundreds of thousands of learners 
were affected by the school closures, which kicked-
off in March and saw the last learners only return to 
class at the end of August. Brainline CEO, Coleen 
Cronje, says that we have never witness educational 
disruption on such a scale before.

‘To say COVID-19 has disrupted education is an 
understatement. As of mid-April, according to 
UNESCO*, 1.5 billion students or roughly 87% of the 
world’s student population were affected by school 
closures in 195 countries, from pre-primary to higher 
education. In South Africa, even the exams for grade 
10 and 11 learners have been scrapped and replaced 
with tests set by schools, based only on material 
covered during the past year, where the curriculum 
was severely affected by the Covid-19 pandemic,’ 
Cronje says. 

Cronje says it can never be business as 
usual and the education industry will 

more than ever have to prepare for 
remote instruction, technology like video 

conferencing platforms and learning 
management systems. 

She says the time to adapt is now.

‘The coronavirus pandemic has changed how millions 
around the globe are educated and it is unlikely 

that South Africa will return to the status-quo in the 
near future. We have already seen a rise in online 
educational platforms where the traditional 
classroom and its “talk-and-chalk” way of teaching 
have been radically changed. This is a true indication of 
what can be expected in the future and both parents 
and learners are getting more comfortable with this 
method of learning. There is a great shortage in the 
number of public schools to accommodate learners 
and this could be a solution,’ she says.

But there is a need to look at the cost of e-learning 
to ensure inclusivity. 

‘Unless access costs decrease and quality of 
access increase, the gap in education quality, 
and thus socioeconomic equality will be further 
exacerbated. The digital divide could become more 
extreme if educational access is dictated by access 
to the latest technologies. We have seen network 
operators coming up with solutions to lower the 
cost of data but this is something that needs to be 
escalated for the benefit of education.’

Brainline’s online school has over the last few months 
seen unprecedented levels of new enrolments, 
especially from Grade 12 students. Cronje says it 
has been a mammoth task to ensure that these new 
students are ready for the upcoming final exams.

‘We were inundated with new Grade 12 students 
who joined our ranks since the school closures at 
the end of March. In most cases, our new students 
did not complete the work that is compulsory for a 
valid School Based Assessment, also known as the 

year mark. The new Grade 12 students have received 
additional support to ensure they cope with the added 
stress and challenges and we are confident that they 
will fare well during the final exams.’

Meanwhile, Brainline has also opened its doors for 
2021 registrations and Cronje is confident that many 
learners who were forced to resort to online schooling 
will continue and not return to traditional classrooms.

We are very excited about the new 
academic year and our theme for 2021 is 

‘We see greatness in you’.  Over the last 
few months, we have become a safe haven 

for many learners who have had to look 
for alternative options due to the school 

closures. We know that we have been able to 
assist them with a successful transition and 

our goal is to ensure that our learners 
reach their full potential despite 

outside circumstances.

Brainline is IEB recognised. Learners who are enrolled 
with us to complete their final examinations and who 
fulfil the requirements for this qualification will receive 
their National Senior Certificate (NSC), as issued by 
Umalusi.

Please click here to listen to various radio 
interviews by Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, 
on the subject.

*https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse

https://brainline.com/category/interviews/
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://brainline.com/category/interviews/


Introducing 
the new 

Snapplify 
Reader with 

enhanced 
capabilities! 

Click below for more information
on the Snapplify reader

We are very proud to announce our 

partnership with Snapplify.com 
to bring our learners Snapplify’s market leading reader. 

This will deliver nearly all the 
digital prescribed books to our learners. 

The Snapplify Reader not only increases access to a 
wider selection of books,

but also enables our learners to become part of a 
wider digital library which is soon to be announced. 

This reader promises ease of use across all platforms 
and all devices.

Snapplify 
Guide 

English Afrikaans

https://brainline.com/wp-content/uploads/Introducing-the-new-Snapplify-Reader.pdf
https://brainline.com/wp-content/uploads/Die-nuwe-Snapplify-leser.pdf


Enrol Guide

We have made 
it easier for 

you to enrol by 
creating a 

step-by-step 
guide:

Enrol For 2021
Celebrating 30 years in 2020, we at Brainline continue to do what we love; enabling more 
and more learners to achieve their National Senior Certificate through innovative distance 

education solutions. Enrol now for 2021 and avoid the rush! 
Pay your full tuition fee before December and qualify for 2.5% discount. 

More 
info

English

Afrikaans

https://brainline.com/we-see-greatness-in-you/
https://brainline.com/we-see-greatness-in-you/
https://brainline.com/wp-content/uploads/Invitation-to-enrol-for-2021.pdf
https://brainline.com/wp-content/uploads/Uitnoding-om-in-te-skryf-2021.pdf


Is your child struggling to read well? 
Battling to concentrate, plan or organise? 
Do they have poor memory? 
Or do they simply need some support with 
languages? 

We are very excited to announce that Brainline is 
joining hands with Edublox Specialised Reading, 
Maths and Learning Service to assist our students 
with these challenges. 

B-ACTIVE
Great news!! 

Due to popular demand we 
have extended the B-Active 

sessions for Gr R – 7 until 
27 November 2020, before we 

take a break until 2021! 

The sessions are focused on developing 
children’s confidence, skills and fitness 

through exposure to sports experiences 
through these FREE custom-made active 

sessions for our Brainliners. 

Brainline Partners with Edublox

Click to see the exclusive discount 
offers for Brainline students

Click here to book
Gr R - 3

Click here to book
Gr 4 - 7

https://www.aqualifeproducts.co.za/
https://brainline.com/brainline-partners-with-edublox/
https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active/b-active-with-brainline-grr-3
https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active/b-active-with-brainline-gr4-7?month=2020-11


Choosing your future career is an important milestone 
and choosing school subjects which support your 

career choice is equally important. 

Gr 9 Subject Choices

Click here for more info

Grade 9 students will shortly have to make very important choices about the subjects they would 
like to take in 2021, which has a direct impact on their future careers.

We have developed a dedicated Subjects Page where you will find all relevant information on the 
subjects that Brainline offers as well as the career opportunities you can pursue. 

We would like you to check out 
Brainline Insights! 

This is our bulletin platform where 
you will be able to read more 

about our activities at a glance. 
 

We are constantly evolving and would 
like to share our latest news and 

updates with our Brainline family via 
an instant platform! 

Make sure you pop in 
on a regular basis and 

stay updated!

https://brainline.com/subject-choices/
https://brainonline.com/2020/my/
https://brainonline.com/2020/my/
https://brainonline.com/2020/my/


Brainline 2021 Calendar
We believe that quality education should be 

accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion to 
equip parents to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a wide range of 

valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

PLEASE NOTE
Our branches and the accompanying exam centres 

have been closed until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must be sent to the 

Montana Head Office via Postnet. Our telephonic 
and online support remains fully operational.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en

