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Strengthen online learning 
as 50% of classroom time 
already lost in 2021

brainblitznewsletter • nuusbrief

Brainline has called for the strengthening of online 
learning amid reports that learners have already 
lost 50% of classroom time this year alone. During 
a briefing by the Department of Education in early 
September, it was revealed that 80% of school 
time was lost in 2020. The consequences of the 
unravelling of the 2020 school year spilt over into 
the 2021 school year, with thousands of learners 
from Grade R to Grade 12 either not starting school 
or not returning to class. Brainline CEO, Coleen 
Cronje, says there has simply just not been enough 
classroom time for the majority of learners this year.

‘The research shows that, during the 2021 school 
year, about 10 000 fewer children between the 
ages of 7 to 14 returned to school, while 25 000 
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fewer children started 
Grade R or Grade 1. It 
is, therefore, unrealistic to 
think that learners will be able 
to make up for lost time during the remaining few 
months of the year, using traditional schooling 
methods, and the need for online learning cannot 
be overemphasised,’ Cronje says. 

The COVID-19 crisis has forced education systems 
worldwide to find alternatives to face-to-face 
instruction. As a result, online teaching and learning 
have been used by teachers and students on 
an unprecedented scale. Cronje says rethinking 
education post-Covid means a paradigm shift to 
online learning.



Review Brainline‘It is of utmost importance for government 
and stakeholders to identify which policies 
can maximise the effectiveness of online 
learning. Since parents and teachers play a 
fundamental role in supporting students to 
develop these crucial attitudes, particularly 
in the current situation, targeted policy 
interventions should be designed with the aim 
of reducing the burden on parents and help 
teachers and schools make the most of digital 
learning,’ Cronje explains.

Cronje says, considering the alternative of 
no schooling, online schooling has been an 
important tool to sustain skills development 
during school closures. She says it will remain 
a critical tool in light of the ongoing school 
closures around the country due to Covid-19 
outbreaks.

The majority of South Africans have 
access to the internet, millions via 

their mobile phones. It is, therefore, 
not impossible to imagine education 

moving towards a more sustained 
online learning system. Online learning 
provides the opportunity for students 
to learn and be taught from literally 
anywhere in the world, by the best 

teachers in the world, without being 
limited to the confines of physical 
space in any way, shape or form.”

“

At Brainline, the satisfaction of our students and clients are of the 
utmost importance as we continue to strive for excellence in all 

spheres of our online school. 

Please let us know about your experience and whether you’d 
recommend us to other home schooling families? 

CLICK HERE 
to submit your review

Brainline is IEB recognised and learners who 
are enrolled with the school can complete 
their final examinations. Those who fulfil the 
requirements for this qualification will receive 
their National Senior Certificate (NSC) as issued 
by Umalusi.

For more information, visit www.brainline.com 

https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/reviews
http://www.brainline.com
https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/reviews


Online schooling has taken centre stage, 
especially over the last 18 months with Covid-19 
wreaking havoc on traditional classroom time. 
Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says, considering 
the alternative of no schooling, online schooling 
has been an important tool to sustain skills 
development during school closures. She says it 
will remain a critical tool in light of the ongoing 
school closures around the country due to 
Covid-19 outbreaks.

‘The majority of South Africans have access to 
the internet, millions via their mobile phones. It is, 
therefore, not impossible to imagine education 
moving towards a more sustained online learning 
system. Online learning provides the opportunity 
for students to learn and be taught from literally 
anywhere in the world, by the best teachers in 
the world, without being limited to the confines 
of physical space in any way, shape or form.’

Cronje says Brainline, who has been operational 
for more than 30 years, continues to witness 
exponential growth, with learners indicating 
a preference for the stability that online and 
uninterrupted learning offers. 

‘Brainline continues to bridge the gap to 
accommodate the digital age through 
innovative technology. Our teachers present 
online classes in innovative ways, challenging the 

It is that time of year again! Our enrolment for the 2022 academic year officially 
opened on Wednesday, 1 September 2021 and, as in the past, we will continue 

striving to offer our learners the best quality education.

Enrolment 2022 is now open Why enrol 
early?

status quo of blackboard teaching. These online 
classes are essentially breaking down the invisible 
walls of traditional teaching, by presenting the 
curriculum in new and exciting ways, bringing 
the classroom to life, and invigorating the lesson 
material. In this way, Brainline is revolutionising 
home education for today’s learner,’ Cronje 
explains.

1. Avoid the Rush

2. Be Prepared

3. Save
Did you know that if you enrol early for 2022, 
you can save? Receive a 5% discount on all 
full payments before 15 December 2021. Use 
discount code 2022FULL5 at checkout. Terms & 
Conditions apply.

Avoid the rush in January 2022 and the waiting 
time to enrol. Get started in time with your 
academic year on the 18th of January 2022.

Order your prescribed books 
for 2022 early. Take note of 
any changes made to your 
prescribed books.

If you are not sure which product 
suits your needs and budget, 
please CLICK HERE to read 

the information that we have 
carefully put together.

Check 
booklist

Once you are certain 
about your choice, 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://brainline.com/products/
https://brainline.com/booklist/
https://brainline.com/2022-enrolments
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Academic Accommodations 
and Concessions

Mentor Letter

Learners who have a barrier to learning or 
a medical condition which impacts their 
ability to perform in exams, may apply for 
accommodations or concessions. These are 
valid when the learner writes formal assessments 
such as tests and examinations.

A language concession can be applied for in 
the case of an immigrant learner or student. 
This usually means that a student who has been 
living in South Africa for a very limited time 
period, may be exempted from offering one 
of the South African official languages as a 
First Additional Language. There are numerous 
specific conditions and requirements that 
have to be met in order to receive a language 
concession. Other than a language concession, 
a mathematical concession may be granted 
to a learner should he/she be diagnosed with 
Dyscalculia. This means that the learner may 
be exempted from Mathematical Literacy or 
Mathematics.   
 
Accommodations are applied to equalise 

Barriers (to learning) might in one way or another prevent a learner/
student from giving a true account of his/her knowledge and skills 
when assessed and might require adaptive methods of assessment.  

Policy on Screening, Identification, Assessment & Support 2014  

“
”  

opportunities for all learners by 
addressing barriers that learners may 
experience and to provide support for 
learners that will enable them to give a 
true account of their knowledge and skills.  

In order to receive an accommodation, 
a student must submit a detailed psycho-
educational assessment. The report clearly 
needs to state how the student’s barrier to 
learning or medical condition impacts their 
ability to perform to their full potential.  

It is important to note that the assessment 
standard is not affected in any way. Thus, 
the student’s qualification standard is not 
compromised, nor do they have an unfair 
advantage over their peers.  

Examples of accommodations may include 
one or more of the following: additional time, 
computer usage, enlarged print, medication/
food intake, oral examination, prompter, 
reader, scribe or a separate venue.  

Should you want to apply for a concession or an 
accommodation for a learner, please contact 
me, mentor@brainline.com. The IEB does have 
an application fee. But, should the application 
be granted, it remains valid up to and including 
the student’s final Gr 12 IEB NSC Examination.  
Note that there is a late submission penalty fee 
for any accommodation application received 
after October of the Gr 11 year. We suggest that 
applications be considered as early as Grade 8.

“Every learner 
is a star – they 

need the 
opportunity to 

show how much 
they shine!” 

mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=


SUBJECT FOCUS:
Equine Studies
Grade 10 Equine Studies student Hannah Lawrence

Why did I choose Equine Studies?

By taking Equine Studies, I will have a solid foundation for 
my understanding of horses. This will better my chances 
of getting into a good institution one day to be able to 
further my studies in a veterinary field.

What I like about Equine Studies?

Everything! All the topics are interesting and necessary. 
The learning environment is also very chilled. Even after 
class, we spend at least another half an hour just talking 
about other horsey stuff.

MY HORSE STORY
It all started when I met my first horse, at a thoroughbred rescue centre. At the time, he was labelled as ‘pushy’, ‘nippy’, ‘mouthy’ and ‘rude’. The trainers 
at the centre would use aversive tools or aggressive actions, such as slapping him to try and ‘correct’ his behaviours. As a result, his behaviours did not 
change. 

He inspired me to do some research on Equine Behaviour. I learnt a lot about the different training techniques and learnt how to recognise horse body 
language. I finally thought that I had found solutions to his behavioural problems and decided to tell the trainers some of what I wanted to do with him, as 
I wanted to purchase him. I really wanted to go the positive reinforcement (+R) route with him, as I had recognised the way he always tried to get out of 
pressure and work. They came back and said that he needs someone who can be firm and, because I am young, I do not know what I am talking about. 
What they said made me doubt my decisions... but I never gave up! During the trial period in which I worked with him before I could buy him, I did things 
‘their way’ whilst continuing to learn more about Equine Behaviour. Since he was very mouthy at the time, I was told to NEVER feed him anything from my 
hand, as it would get worse. Nevertheless, I still trained him using food rewards when nobody was at the stable yard, and helped resolve his mouthiness. 

Even though our journey was a rocky one, thanks to him, he opened my world up to using softer, more positive 
methods of horse training and I strive to one day be an Equine Behaviourist. For more information on our 

Equine Studies subject, 
contact: equine@brainline.com 



Matric Hoodie – send us a pic!

Brainline 
HOODIE

GOOD LUCK 
Grade 12 Practical

Our Grade 12 learners had to take part in the practical exams for Life 
Sciences, Life Orientation, Consumer Studies and Dramatic Arts in September. 

The Consumer Studies learners’ baked goods looked good enough to eat!Dear Grade 12 Brainliners,

We hope you kept warm this winter with 
your 2021 Brainline Matric Hoodie!

We would love to brag about how great 
Brainliners are, so please send us a picture 

of you wearing your hoodie and tell us 
what you think of it.

 
The picture and comments you send may 

be used on any of our media platforms 
and/or newsletter – so keep an eye out 

after you got back to us.

Please email your photos and comments 
to sya@brainline.com.  Looking forward to 

hearing from you!

mailto:sya%40brainline.com?subject=


Introducing 7@Brainline
We have great news!  

Now you have the opportunity to stay on the 
Brainline premises while writing your exams.

7@Brainline has convenient and modern self-catering unit options for students who 
would like to stay in Pretoria during the test cycle. Each unit has its own bathroom, 
kitchen and washing machine, amongst others.

Please note that students who would like to make use of this offer, must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian.

We look forward to hosting you!

There is limited space available, so please reserve your spot as soon as possible by 
clicking on the links below. The units are individually priced.

Unit 1
(2 single beds and a 

portable bed)

Unit 2
(2 single beds and a 

portable bed)

Unit 3
(2 bedrooms with a 

double bed and ¾ bed)

Unit 4
(2 single beds)

Unit 5
(2 single beds)

https://airbnb.com/h/1-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/2-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/4-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/7a-brainline
https://airbnb.com/h/7b-brainline


Click below to watch a 
video of our recent 

SUBJECT CHOICES 
WEBINAR 

to learn more about our 
teachers and their subjects.

Brainline
CAREER DAY

Our Brainline teachers are 
awesome! They take online 

learning and teaching to the 
next level, ensuring that learners 

are engaged during classes 
and thrive on our customized 

platforms. 

Matric Dance 
Notice

Unfortunately, Brainline cannot accommodate a Matric 
Farewell until we are at least on Level 1 lockdown. The 

safety of our learners remains our top priority.  

We are monitoring the situation closely and will 
communicate accordingly. 

https://calendly.com/brainline-b-active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Utk3I7_v_wc


We believe that quality education should 
be accessible to students of all ages. It is 

our passion to equip parents to guide their 
children to achieve their National Senior 

Certificate through a wide range of valuable 
and innovative homeschool curriculum 

products and assessment services.

Our branches and the accompanying exam 
centres have been closed until further notice 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must 

be sent to the Montana Head Office via 
PostNet. Our telephonic and online support 

remains fully operational.

Please do not visit 
our offices, we’re 

operating remotely.

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

REPORT2GO

• Register online
• Receive access to your own study material
• Receive access to brainONLINE to write exams from home under the supervision of 

an independent invigilator according to the examination protocols set by Brainline
• Online Invigilation Service available to Gr 8-11
• Receive your report in December

Enrol for the final examination to complete the academic year and 
receive a formal Brainline report — from the comfort of your own home! 

IT IS EASY TO REGISTER:

Click here for 
more information

https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en
https://brainline.com/products/report2go/

