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Online School, Brainline, says the recent Covid-19 
pandemic has reshaped basic education forever 
and has highlighted the importance of e-learning 
for the future, which could address the current 
shortage of public schools. Hundreds of 
thousands of learners were affected by 
the school closures which kicked-off in 
March and saw the last learners only 
return to class at the end of August. 
Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says 
that never before have we witnessed 
educational disruption on such a scale.
‘To say COVID-19 has disrupted education is 
an understatement. As of mid-April, according 
to UNESCO, 1.5 billion students or roughly 87% 
of the world’s student population were affected 
by school closures in 195 countries, from pre-
primary to higher education. In South Africa, even 

South Africa's education landscape has 
been reshaped forever 

the exams for grade 10 and 11 learners have been 
scrapped and replaced with tests set by schools, 
based only on material covered during the past year, 

where the curriculum was severely affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic,’ Cronje says*. 

Cronje says that it can never be business 
as usual and the education sector will 
more than ever have to prepare for 
remote instruction, technology like video 
conferencing platforms and learning 

management systems. She says the time to 
adapt is now.

‘The coronavirus pandemic has changed how millions 
around the globe are educated and it is unlikely that  South 
Africa will return to the status-quo in the near future. 
We have already seen a rise in online educational > 
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platforms where the traditional classroom and its 
“talk-and-chalk” way of teaching have been radically 
changed. This is a true indication of what can be 
expected in the future, and both parents and learners 
are getting more comfortable with this method of 
learning. There is a great shortage in the number of 
public schools to accommodate learners and this 
could be a solution,’ she says.

But there is a need to look at the cost of e-learning to 
ensure inclusivity. 

‘Unless access costs decrease and quality of access 
increases, the gap in education quality, and thus 
socioeconomic equality, will be further exacerbated. 
The digital divide could become more extreme if 
educational access is dictated by access to the latest 
technologies. We have seen network operators 
coming up with solutions to lower the cost of data 
but this is something that needs to be escalated for 
the benefit of education.’

Brainline’s online school has over the last few months 
seen unprecedented levels of new enrolments, 
especially from Grade 12 students. Cronje says it 
has been a mammoth task to ensure that these new 
students are ready for the upcoming final exams.

‘We were inundated with new Grade 12 students 
who joined our ranks since the school closures at 
the end of March. In most cases, our new students 

Choosing your future career 
is an important milestone 

and choosing school 
subjects which support 

your career choice is equally 
important. 

Grade 9 students will shortly have to 
make very important choices about the 
subjects they would like to take in 2021, 
which has a direct impact on their future 
careers.

We have developed a dedicated 
Subjects Page where you will find all 
relevant information on the subjects 
that Brainline offers as well as the career 
opportunities you can pursue. 

did not complete the work that is compulsory for a 
valid School Based Assessment, also known as the 
year mark. The new Grade 12 students have received 
additional support to ensure that they cope with the 
added stress and challenges, and we are confident 
that they will fare well during the final exams.’

Meanwhile, Brainline has also opened its doors 
for 2021 registrations and Cronje is confident that 
many learners who were forced to resort to online 
schooling will continue and not return to traditional 
class rooms.

‘We are very excited about the new academic 
year and our theme for 2021 is ‘We see 

greatness in you’. Over the last few 
months, we have become a safe haven for 

many learners who have had to look for 
alternative options due to the school closures. We 
know that we have been able to assist them with a 
successful transition and our goal is to ensure that 

our learners reach their full potential despite outside 
circumstances.’

Brainline is IEB recognised. Learners who are enrolled 
with us to complete their final examinations and 
who fulfil the requirements for this qualification will 
receive their National Senior Certificate (NSC), as 
issued by Umalusi.

*Ref: https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse)
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https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
http://www.capsicumcooking.com
https://brainline.com/subject-choices/


considered as early as Grade 8 but no later than the 
Gr 11 year. 

Every learner is a star – they 
need the opportunity to show 

how much they shine!

Liezel Bruwer
Brainline Student Mentor

Barriers (to learning) might in 
one way or another prevent a learner/

student from giving a true account 
of his/her knowledge and skills when 
assessed and might require adaptive 

methods of assessment. 

Policy on Screening, Identification, 
Assessment & Support 2014 
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Academic accommodations and 
concessions

A LETTER FROM OUR MENTOR

Image Credit: Alyssa Coetzee (Brainline Student)

Learners who have a barrier to learning or a medical 
condition which impacts their ability to perform 
in exams, may apply for accommodations or 
concessions. These are valid when the learner writes 
formal assessments such as tests and examinations.

A language concession can be applied for in the case 
of an immigrant learner or student. This usually means 
that a student who has been living in South Africa 
for a very limited time period may be exempted from 
offering one of the South African official languages 
as a First Additional Language. There are numerous 
specific conditions and requirements that have to 
be met in order to receive a language concession. 
Other than a language concession, a mathematical 
concession may be granted to a learner should he/
she be diagnosed with Dyscalculia. This means that 
the learner may be exempted from Mathematical 
Literacy or Mathematics.  

Accommodations are applied to equalise 
opportunities for all learners by addressing barriers 
learners may experience and to provide support for 
learners that will enable them to give a true account 
of their knowledge and skills. 

In order to receive an accommodation, a student 
needs to submit a detailed psycho-educational 
assessment. The report clearly needs to state how 
the student’s barrier to learning or medical condition 
impacts their ability to perform to their full potential. 

It is important to note that the assessment standard 
is not affected in any way. Thus, the student’s 
qualification standard is not compromised, nor do 
they have an unfair advantage over their peers. 

Examples of accommodations may include one 
or more of the following: additional time, computer 
usage, enlarged print, medication / food intake, oral 
examination, prompter, reader, scribe or a separate 
venue. 

Should you want to apply for a concession or an 
accommodation for a learner, please 
contact me, mentor@brainline.com. 
The IEB does have an application fee – 

but, should the application be granted, it 
remains valid up to and including the 
student’s final Gr 12 IEB NSC Examination.  

Note that there is a late submission penalty fee for any 
accommodation application received after October 
of the Gr 11 year. We suggest that applications are 
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We would like you to check out Brainline 
Insights! 

This is our bulletin platform where 
you will be able to read more about 

our activities at a glance. 
 

We are constantly evolving and would like 
to share our latest news and updates with 

our Brainline family via an instant platform! 

Make sure you pop in 
on a regular basis and 

stay updated!

Brainline Partners 
with Edublox

Is your child struggling to read 
well? 
Battling to concentrate, plan or 
organise? 
Do they have poor memory? 
Or do they simply need some 
support with languages? 

We are very excited to announce that Brainline is 
joining hands with Edublox Specialised Reading, 
Maths and Learning Service to assist our students 
with these challenges.

Click here to see the 
exclusive discount offers 

for Brainline students

Thank you for sharing your 
photos and making the 
journey unforgettable! 

Virtual Run 

A big shout out 
to everyone who 

participated 
in our first 

Brainline and 
B-Active Virtual 

Run on 24 
September!

https://brainonline.com/2020/blog/ 
https://brainonline.com/2020/blog/ 
https://brainonline.com/2020/blog/
https://brainline.com/brainline-partners-with-edublox/


16-year old Brainline student, Joseph Townes, 
is a true wiz on the tennis court! 

At the beginning of 2020, he decided to leave the traditional classroom 
to join Brainline as a Gr 10 student. His main reason for starting online 
schooling was to allow him more time to pursue his passion for tennis. 
He is currently also on a mission to win a scholarship to study and play 
tennis at a top university in the United States. Joseph trains full-time 
at the Anthony Harris Tennis Academy in Cape Town and spends a lot 
of time on the road traveling and playing tournaments. Being enrolled at 
Brainline gives him the opportunity to pursue his academic goals to the fullest, as well as giving him the 
time to focus on his tennis career. Joseph is currently ranked the top 5 of his age group (u16), and with 
the help of Brainline and Anthony Harris he is looking to take on the top junior players in the world. Early 
in September, Joseph played a tournament in Cape Town where he won the Men’s singles, beating the 
number one seed in the final. Clearly, the hours on the court are paying dividends! Go, Joseph!

Well done, Joseph! 
Are you 

considering online schooling 
for your child? We would like to invite you to 

join Brainline for a 

free information session 
around the topic ‘Why Brainline?’ 

The webinar will take place on 
Wednesday, 21 Oct at 14:00. 

Why Brainline?

RSVP 
here

https://www.aqualifeproducts.co.za/
https://calendly.com/brainline_mentor/ask-brainline


Avoid the rush and enrol now for 2021! 
Brainline is the only reliable and comprehensive online home education option 

and our virtual school for Gr R–12 continues uninterrupted.  
Pay the full tuition fee before 15 December 2020 and 

qualify for 2.5% discount at 2020 prices. 
There are also monthly payment options available.

#education #homeschool #online #classes #virtual

We see greatness 
in you!

We believe that quality education should be 
accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion to 

equip parents to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a wide range of 

valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

PLEASE NOTE
Our branches and the accompanying exam centres 

have been closed until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Tasks must be sent to the 

Montana Head Office via Postnet. Our telephonic 
and online support remains fully operational.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga

/myBrainline /myBrainline /myBrainline

More 
Info

https://brainline.com/we-see-greatness-in-you/
https://www.facebook.com/myBrainline/
https://twitter.com/mybrainline?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/mybrainline/?hl=en
https://brainline.com/we-see-greatness-in-you/

