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Many adults enjoy remote work, as it significantly ex-
pands their job options in a country where your com-
mute could easily span significant kilometres. Yet very 
few have seriously considered how it could similarly 
benefit their children or learners of a school-going 
age.  The virtual classroom is a strong alternative 
to the traditional brick-and-mortar school option. 
Distance Educator, Brainline, has never been 
afraid to push the boundaries of education 
for the new generation of learners. 

‘Innovation has paved the way for an al-
ternative form of education and, with the 
latest technology, Brainline is bridging the 
gap to accommodate the digital age. In 2019, 
the focus was on masterclasses to prepare learners 
for tests and tasks. This year saw the introduction of 

Virtual Classes Take Flight 
With Brainline Cloud School 

Brainline Cloud 
School, the hub of 
teaching. Here, the focus is on the learner and innova-
tion regarding teaching and facilitation,’ says Coleen     
Cronje, Brainline Chief Executive Officer.

Cronje says that the online programmes give their 
students a blend of both in-person and online 

instruction. Learners are able to engage 
in weekly bilingual online classes, pre-
sented by qualified teachers via video           
communication technologies. 

‘Brainline Cloud Teachers present classes       
online in innovative ways, challenging the status 

quo of blackboard teaching. These online classes, also 
recorded and made available for later viewing, break 
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down the invisible walls of traditional teaching 
by presenting the curriculum in new and excit-
ing ways, bringing the classroom to life, and 
invigorating the lesson material. In this way,            
Brainline is revolutionising home education for  
today’s learner,’  Cronje explains.

The virtual classes are complimentary and an 
added resource to the set curriculum at no extra 
cost to the learner. Cronje says there are a num-
ber of positive elements associated with virtual 
or online classes such as the fact that learners 
can complete their schoolwork in a learning envi-
ronment free from distractions. She says that the 
students are also able to work according to their 
own pace. >



What do Brainline students think about the virtual classes?

Continued on next page...

Dankie vir 'n 
great klas!

Angelique Duvenhage

It made me 
less stressed 

Madeleine Shermann

You were 
very active today and I 

think it made it interesting, 
you had my 

attention 100%.
Mickey M

I really think 
the new online system 
is very helpful. I really 

like the idea.
Lucan Jansen

Thanks Mam 
for the tips and 

pointers, you give 
great advice! 
Titan Moses

Evan Antonites, Visual Arts Teacher for Grade 10–12, says that 
the challenge is to remain relevant to a student that craves 
instant gratification. 

‘In Visual Arts, the students join me in my studio, which 
is my actual art studio. As the classes are presented via        
video link, I ensure that my angle is set in such a way that 
the students feel they are actually in my studio. The chat 
function on the video link provide instant feedback to 
students and make for constant engagement. I try to be 
relevant in new VR technologies and virtual tours using 
Google Arts and Culture for museum visits. In visual arts, 
we will try to do the same but with sites in South Africa.’

He says the role of the traditional teacher is set to 
change dramatically in the future. 

‘Traditional schooling is obsolete. With the development of augmented reality, virtual reality, big 
data and artificial intelligence, the current education system has no idea how to prepare for the future. Jobs will 
become obsolete as will the educator. The role of the educator will shift to that of mentor, guiding more than 
teaching.  The student’s role will become that of a role-player in accordance with their interests.”

"Virtual classes allow learners to work 

through courses at the pace most 

comfortable to them. Online classes foster 

students that are able to take charge of their 

education and allow them the freedom to 

complete schoolwork on a schedule that fits 

their busy lives. So, whether your child is an 

athlete, performing artist, volunteer, or works, 

school is always open, and they can access 

their courses when they have the time."

Meet our Cloud 
School Teachers

Thank you for 
the class, I actually

enjoy math now.
Landon Jones

Elsje Retief

Dramatic Arts

Noeleen Briedenhann

Equine

Karien Coetzer
Economics Gr 12

Tanya Schwartz

Technology Gr 8 – 9

Marius du Plessis

Music

Sanette van der Linde

Electrical Technology

Rene van Schalkwyk
Afrikaans Home 

Language
English First 

Additional Language
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Bookday
with writer Jan Van Tonder For more than 30 years, Brainline has been providing home education to thousands 

of learners in and outside South Africa's borders.

Keeping it in the family

The Afrikaans Home Language 
Department hosted writer, Jan van 
Tonder, at Brainline's headquarters, 

on Friday, February 7, 2020. 

He is the author of the prescribed 
Gr 12 book 'Verevrou' and shared 
some insights regarding the novel 
with students and their parents.

More than 30 
students joined 
the workshop 

via Zoom. This family-run business started with humble 
beginnings, but today, three decades later, it is one of 
the most prominent distance education providers in the 
country. Brainline CEO, Coleen Cronje, says it was 
a matter of sink or swim.

 “It all started when my husband, Dr Johannes 
Cronje, announced that we would home 
educate our daughters. As parents, we had to 
investigate what would be required to cope 
with these new demands. My husband and 
his brother, David Cronje, started the information 
technology journey for the learner in South Africa when 
they moved into the computer retail market. They soon 
discovered that there was no software for learners at 
school, either as additional support or as a complete 
replacement for traditional school. By implication – isn’t 
that what marriage is all about – I got drawn into it, as it 
soon became part of our family’s lifestyle.”

Dr Cronje had the insight to realise that this concept 
would grow into an internet-based school. The intrica-
cies were not yet clear; however, the concept was. The 
internet being connected by ‘telephone lines’ around 
30 years ago gave him the idea of ‘Brainline’, connect-
ing parents, teachers, tutors and all those interested in 
the academic education of the learner. Uncertainty over 
technology proved to be a constant obstacle.

“The fear of technology is lodged deep in the psyche 
of parents of a certain era. For that reason, all new            
technology, floppy discs, followed by stiffies and then 
DVDs, immediately created the logistical challenge of 
hardware that had to be replaced at the drop of a hat. 
The biggest challenge was the development of soft-
ware with regard to knowledgeable people, suitable        
resources and access to material. The “Fourth Industri-

al Revolution”, which started even then, made hard-
ware and software easier to afford and it became 

a growth factor for this industry,” Coleen says.

The year 1993 saw the company registered 
as an official matric exam centre, with 
the Department of Education (DBE) as a 

B-centre for part-time candidates, though its 
registration soon migrated to that of a private 

entity, the Independent Examination Board.  The next 
two decades saw the establishment of a fully-fledged 
and accredited virtual school, offering a wide range 
of subjects, complete with live lectures, and real-time 
responses via a stable communication application.

The year 
1993 saw the 

company 
registered as 

an official 
matric exam 

centre

Click here to read the full article online

https://bizmag.co.za/keeping-it-in-the-family/?fbclid=IwAR362HrPL-Mc_ZhChaj2KmsYvI9LrJAmHNURMY8DQfVG4MNp3WNr9GxoXdY
https://bizmag.co.za/keeping-it-in-the-family/?fbclid=IwAR362HrPL-Mc_ZhChaj2KmsYvI9LrJAmHNURMY8DQfVG4MNp3WNr9GxoXdY


Let's gocamping
Brainline Style!

Every year, Brainline offers an exciting tour to our students to broaden their horizons and 
expose them to some of the major tourist attractions that our part of the world has to offer. This year, Brainline 
partnered with Toerbroers to offer an adventure weekend to our students.

During the tour, the students will be exposed to behind-the-scenes information in the Kruger National Park such 
as interaction with the K9 Unit, responsible for sniffing out snares, which are currently threatening the lives of 
scores of animals. They will also visit Hlane Royal National Park in Swaziland for a rhino encounter and stop at 
some of that country’s most popular cultural destinations. 

Two-Country Hopper for Grade 10 - 12
15 - 18 June 2020

26 - 28 June 2020
Adventure Weekend for Gr 7 - 9

This tour will take place from 26 – 28 June 2020 at 
Marakele National Park. Marakele is a mere 12km 
from Thabazimbi and the second largest national 
park in the country. The weekend will be an adven-
ture which will include safari rides, reptile expos 
and team activities. The cost for the whole week-
end, which includes, amongst others, transport 
from Pretoria, accommodation, all meals, activities 
and branded merchandise, is R1700 per person. 

To secure 
your spot and for 
more information, 

contact 
sya@brainline.com

mailto:sya%40brainline.com?subject=
mailto:sya%40brainline.com?subject=


A Word

From Our Mentor
Liezel Bruwer 

Anxiety manifests in different ways and each person 
has different triggers. Some might love public 
speaking but fear sitting in an exam hall. Other 
students dread having to come to our campus but 
are excellent singers and actors.  It is very important 
to keep in mind that only a registered psychologist 

Social anxiety is a barrier that some of 
our Brainline students face on a daily 
basis. From my experience as mentor 
working with these students, it is clear 
that every case of anxiety is unique.

or psychiatrist can make a diagnosis.

Socialising is often a big concern for prospective 
homeschoolers, as well as the families of 
homeschoolers. However, homeschoolers often 
get to socialize with a greater variety of age groups 
when compared to learners who attend mainstream 
schools.  

Seeing that Brainline’s theme for Feb-
ruary is “Friendship” – we would 
like to share some ideas on how to 
encourage our students to socialize 
and form meaningful friendships:

• Although it is always great to make 
new friends, maintaining existing 
friendships is also important. Make 
time to visit with friends from previous 
schools or other circles.

 
• Most homeschooling families focus on extra-

curricular activities such as art, scouts, gym-
nastics, music lessons, horseback riding and 
sports, which allow students an opportunity to 
make friends with similar interests.

• Visit kid-friendly places during hours that 
mainstream children attend school. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to meet other 
homeschool families and most likely kids with 
similar ages.

• Reach out to the online homeschooling com-
munity, there are some groups who organize 
fantastic events aimed at homeschoolers. 

• Or why not host a homeschooling social event? 
Organise an event at a museum or at a play area 
where the children truly have an opportunity 
to socialize with one another. For our older 
students, ideas like a book club, art show, or 
attending a play etc., are excellent options. 

If the idea of socializing with others makes you 
stress, feel panicked, or your heart beat fast-

er – here is some good news – you are 
not alone! Do not fear that you might 
say something silly or that others 
think you are weird. 

Instead of letting these fears prevent 
you from meeting others, challenge 

your fears. Ask yourself how many 
times you have actually said something 

silly? What evidence is there that people think 
you are weird? 

Should the anxiety get the better of you, there are 
tips to make the experience better. If you are meet-
ing up with a new group of friends – ask if you can 
take another friend along. Upon arriving at the ven-
ue – find a place where you feel comfortable – per-
haps not being the centre of attention and moving to 
a corner will relieve some stress. Most importantly 
– allow time to warmup and get used to the group. 

Should you feel that you need 
guidance or be pointed in the 

right direction, you are welcome 
to contact our mentor, 

Liezel, at mentor@brainline.com 

Homeschoolers 
often get to socialize 
with a greater variety 
of age groups when 

compared to learners who 
attend mainstream 

schools

mailto:mentor%40brainline.com?subject=


We believe that quality education should be 
accessible to students of all ages. It is our passion 

to equip parents to guide their children to achieve 
their National Senior Certificate through a wide 
range of valuable and innovative homeschool 
curriculum products and assessment services.

Come say hello at one of 
our branches!

Brainline Montana
215 Veronica Street
Montana
Pretoria, Gauteng

Brainline Woodmead
2 Humber Street
Woodmead, Sandton

Brainline Stellenbosch
The Woodmill Lifestyle 
Centre Ground Floor
Office 2
Vredeburg Road
Devon Park, Stellenbosch

Brainline Umhlanga
Brookend Office Park
First Floor Building 5
30 Brookend Close
Sunningdale, Umhlanga
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