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Online classes have become an increas-
ingly common occurrence at Brainline, 
and next year this teaching medium 
is slated to be a permanent part of its 
offering.

An online class, also called a webinar, 
is a class or workshop that is usually 
conducted live over the internet. Over 
the past few months, many Brainline 
subjects have used online classes for 
revision prior to the preliminary exam-
inations and the final examination se-
ries. These class were primarily aimed 
at Grade 12 students, but Grade 10 
and 11 students also took part where 
appropriate. 

Karen Reynecke, Brainline’s Academ-
ic Head, says that the online classes 
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were instituted because “the Academic 
Team realised the need for targeted 
revision and exam writing guidelines.” 
She further states that the medium 
essentially halves the revision time of 
the students because it is conducted by 
a Subject Specialist, so the work can be 
condensed, and, because they focus on 
and explain the more difficult topics, it 
means that the students do not have to 
‘rote learn’ the work or look for answers 
on their own.

An outstanding example of the potential 
and reach of this medium is the Grade 
12 Geography revision webinars that 
were held on 8 and 9 October. Although 
these lectures were largely conducted 
by Geography teachers not affiliated 
with Brainline, and were likewise open 

to any non-Brainline student, Brain-
line hosted the two-day online lecture 
series, showing that it is on the fore-
front of utilising this technology to the 
greatest educational advantage. Over 
120 students joined in these Geogra-
phy lectures, some from as far away as 
Mozambique and Nigeria. 

Brainline’s Geography Subject Head, 
Ineke Morris, who organised and pre-
sented during the lecture series, said: “I 
had fun. I enjoyed being able to interact 
with students, and to get feedback from 
them. It was nice to be able to answer 
questions immediately and it worked 
well; you can use PowerPoint, write on it, 
highlight and share your screen.”

A clip from a Grade 12 Physical Sciences online class
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The students’ responses to the Brainline-only online classes were very pos-
itive. Mrs Reynecke reported that they liked seeing the face of the present-
er; that it felt more personal that way and not as if they were listening to a 
recording. They also enjoyed having the opportunity to ask questions and 
getting instant answers that are explained visually with examples, instead 
of just a typed sentence. “All of them asked for more,” she added.

Given the overwhelmingly positive response to these online classes, Brain-
line has decided to establish it as an additional resource next year, with 
the intention of addressing the need for tutors in certain subjects. The goal 
is to offer online classes to Grade 10 to 12 students in core subjects like 
Mathematics, Mathematical Literacy, Physical Sciences, Computer Appli-
cations Technology, Engineering Graphics and Design, Electrical Technol-
ogy, and all the language subjects. Many students (including those in the 
traditional school environment) take “extra lessons” in order to reach their 
goals – regular, structured online classes will address this need.

Brainline intends to offer these online classes over and above the pre-ex-
amination online classes, and will be presented by the Subject Heads, 
each an expert in his or her field.

Some student responses did show that the length of the lectures was a 
drawback, especially to those with barriers to learning. These students are 
also accommodated, as well as those students that could not participate, 
as all online classes are recorded and made available for download after 
the lecture. Moreover, next year these videos will be indexed with the topic 
and timestamp to ease navigation through the recording.

Keep an eye on future issues of brainBLITZ and other Brainline media plat-
forms for more information on this valuable resource.
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Why enrol for an IEB-aligned distance education course?

Distance education (or home schooling) 
parents are confronted with various 
options when choosing a curriculum 
for their children to follow. As parents 
and educators, we are all aware of the 
challenges presented by the working 
environment and life in the twenty-first 
century. 

Critical thinking and problem solving are 
essential skills, irrespective of career 
choice. Being adaptable and showing 
initiative helps to ensure not only being 
appointed in a job, but also being 
successful at meeting the requirements 
set by employers in work scenarios that 
are constantly evolving. This means that 
the focus on the application of skills 
and knowledge, as well as being able 
to challenge one’s own opinions and 
decisions, is now more critical than ever 
before. 

Following a mixed curriculum of own 
choice, focusing on basic skills and 
investing in wide general knowledge, 
may be feasible with young children, 
but realistically children need to pass 

a Further Education and Training (FET) 
exit examination so that they can further 
grow their skills in a vocational or aca-
demic study environment. 

Choosing a curriculum for a learner’s 
FET-phase (Gr 10–12) is therefore one 
of the most important choices a parent 
will make regarding their child’s future. 

The CAPS (Curriculum Assessment Poli-
cy Statement) curriculum is the national 
policy set out by the Department of 
Basic Education. This policy specifies 
the curriculum content and assessment 
criteria for each subject and grade. 
State and private schools in South 
Africa must adhere to this curriculum. If 
not, one cannot obtain an Umalusi-ac-
credited National Senior Certificate – 
often referred to by the general public 
as ‘Matric’.

The Independent Examination Board 
(IEB) sees education as learning that 
must be innovative, have integrity, and 
be internationally comparable. Brainline 
is proudly registered with the IEB as we 

underwrite the same values. Problem 
solving, critical and creative thinking are 
core to our content and assessments. 
The IEB-aligned curriculum, therefore, 
complies with the statutory require-
ments of the CAPS curriculum while 
adapting the content and assessment 
according to these educational values. 
In other words, the approach to how 
the content is presented, enriched and 
assessed differs from that in a state 
school and is comparative to the stan-
dards of well-accredited international 
curricula such as Cambridge. 

Brainline is proud to be registered with 
the IEB, and to offer each enrolled 
learner an education that does not fo-
cus on rote learning but rather includes 
enrichment work and prepares learners 
for the real demands of the post-school 
environment.

Karen Reynecke - Academic Head

Afrikaanse weergawe 
Klik hier >

https://www.brainline.com/ieb-gerigte-program-deur-afstandstandsonderrig/
https://www.brainline.com/ieb-gerigte-program-deur-afstandstandsonderrig/
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Ek het een groot passie. Die feit dat my werk ook my 
passie is, laat my baie bevoorreg voel en gee my baie 
vreugde.

Alhoewel ek Electrical Technology al vir 13 jaar aanbied, 
kan ek eerlikwaar sê dat ek in al daardie tyd nie een 
keer vir ŉ onderwyspos aansoek gedoen het nie. Onder-
wys het my gevind, en na die eerste jaar het ek geweet 
dit is wat ek moet doen.

Die begin: In Maart 2005 by Hoërskool Kathu het Kum-
ba Iron Ore Mine my gevra om aan die hoof van hul sen-
trum vir elektriese tegnologie by die hoërskool te staan. 
Daar het ek met die ontwikkeling van die elektriese 
onderrig- en praktiese fasiliteite gehelp, en ek het vir vyf 
jaar lank Electrical Technology aangebied, totdat ons in 
Maart 2010 na Thabazimbi, Limpopo, verhuis het.

Die bosveld ervaring: In Thabazimbi het Hoërskool Frik-
kie Meyer my gevra om hul departement vir elektriese 
tegnologie te lei. Ek het daar in 2011 begin en hul 
nuwe, ultramoderne elektriese onderrig- en praktiese 
fasiliteite ontwikkel. Ek was trots daarop om Frikkie Mey-
er “my skool” te noem terwyl ek daar gewerk het.

Op die pad terug: In Maart 2015 het ons terug na 
Kathu verhuis, maar ek het nie dadelik weer skool 
gehou nie. Ek het 14 maande daaraan spandeer om 
ŉ internetgebaseerde onderwysplatform vir Electrical 
Technology te ontwikkel, want ek het toe al geweet dat 

digitale skoolopleiding die toekoms is. In Junie 2016 
het Hoërskool Kathu my gevra om die onderwyserspos 
vir Electrical Technology op te neem. Ek was werkne-
mend daar tot ek by Breinlyn Leerwêreld aangestel is.

Met baie passie, planne, doelwitte en toekomsdrome, 
is ek bevoorreg om die posisie van Vakhoof van die 
tegniese departement wat in Breinlyn ontwikkel is, op te 
neem.

Ek kan nie meer opgewonde daaroor wees om by Brein-
lyn te werk nie. Volgens my is afstandsonderrig die toe-
koms, die voorpunt van onderwys. Breinlyn het oor die 
afgelope twee dekades gevorder deur ŉ rewolusionêre 
opvoedkundige produk te voorsien wat die wyse waarop 
mense na onderrig kyk verander.

In afstandsonderrig is die prestasie joune alleen. Dit is 
jou moeite, bewyse van die tyd en energie wat jy in die 
werk ingesit het: geen afleidings, geen verskonings. Jy 
hoef nie naby ŉ skool of onderrigfasiliteit te wees om 
ŉ opvoeding te kry nie. Jy hoef nie eens in ŉ spesifieke 
land te bly nie! Wat is beter as dit?

My onderwysfilosofie vir alle leerders: Die 12 jaar 
wat jy daaraan spandeer om jouself op te voed is die 
belangrikste 12 jaar van jou lewe. As jy bereid is om 
die helfte van die werk, moeite en tyd in te sit wat jou 
onderwysers, mentors en ouers insit, gaan jy ‘n wonder-
like lewe hê!

Aan die begin van 2018 het Breinlyn se nuwe Electrical 
Technology-program begin. brainBLITZ wil ons lesers aan 
Sanette van der Linde voorstel, die dinamiese Vakhoof van 
hierdie nuttige vak.

Ontmoet ons
Vakhoof van
Electrical
Technology
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bB: What does the Student Mentor do 
at Brainline?

LB: I assist Brainline families who 
experience barriers to learning, 
be it emotional, social, academic, 
physical or economic barriers. I 
aim to make the entire journey at 
Brainline easier for them.

bB: Practically, how do you provide this 
assistance?

LB: Every family’s situation is unique 
– thus this differs. It ranges from 
adapting the assessment pro-
gramme to their specific situation, 
to assisting students and families 
with creating unique study timeta-
bles that are in harmony with their 
needs. 

bB: Why did Brainline consider it nec-
essary to create such a position?

LB: We noticed the need for our stu-
dents and parents to have extra 
support and guidance. We really 
want all our students to reach their 
full potential.

bB: How are you qualified for this role?
LB: I studied teaching, and after 

working in a variety of different 
schooling environments, I decided 
to pursue my passion and spe-
cialise in Remedial Education. My 
experience in different remedial 

In conversation with...

Liezel’s motto: 
“We are all stars - we just need to learn how to shine.”

Liezel Bruwer,  
the Brainline 

Student Mentor
“I assist Brainline families who 
experience barriers to learning, 

be it emotional, social, academic, 
physical or economic barriers.”

Continues on page 5

environments prepared me for my 
role at Brainline.

bB: With what kinds of problems do 
students come to you?

LB: I have helped learners who expe-
rience dyslexia, dyscalculia, ADD, 
ADHD, anxiety, and so forth. I have 
also supported learners who are 
going through difficult times, for 
example, learners who lost a par-
ent or learners whose parents are 
facing financial difficulties.

bB: Could you explain how you have 
helped those students with dys-
lexia, ADD and similar learning 
barriers?

LB: By helping them and their families 
to adapt the work and equipping 
them with different skills and 
methods by which to approach the 
work. For example, I have helped 
students who have ADD by break-
ing down the day into smaller ses-
sions, and by assisting the parents 
in making the learning sessions 
shorter but more engaging and 
attention-grabbing.

bB: Are your sessions with the stu-
dents confidential, even from their 
parents?

LB: All interactions with the Brainline 
Support Services Team (BSST), 

consisting of the Brainline Stu-
dent Mentor, the CEO, the General 
and Financial Managers and 
the Academic Head, including 
appointments, content of sup-
port sessions, progress, and the 
learners’/students’ records are 
confidential. Students often want 
to have someone to discuss their 
lives with, without it affecting their 
relationship with their parents. I 
have had students who wanted to 
share that their parents say they 
study too little – this is not some-
thing I disclose to parents, as it is 
important that the students build 
a relationship with me where they 
know they can trust me.

bB: Why do interactions with you auto-
matically include the BSST?

LB: Seeing that I assist families with 
a wide range of barriers – it is im-
portant that the BSST is involved. 
The Academic Head needs to be 
aware of decisions and circum-
stances which can affect the 
students’ academic performance. 
The Financial Manager is involved 
when a family might be facing 
financial difficulties, which then 
in turn affects their academic 
performance. It is important to 
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note that the relevant parties are only involved 
when needed.

bB: What exceptions are there when it comes to 
confidentiality?

LB: If I identify a clear and imminent danger of harm 
to self and/or others, the BSST is legally re-
quired to report this information to the relevant 
authorities who must ensure people’s safety.

bB: What do you think is the most important thing 
that Brainline students should know about you?

LB: I want all students to know that I am approach-
able and love hearing from them! Even if it is 
a message telling me that the exam stress is 
getting to them and they don’t know how to 
manage with all of the studying, or a message 
telling me that they are so excited about a new 
adventure they are planning – it’s so nice to 
know what is happening in our students’ lives. 

bB: What would you like to say to Brainline students 
who experience barriers or other difficulties 
when it comes to learning?

LB: Although it might feel as if you’re struggling, and 
that the nights of staying awake and studying 
are becoming too long – push through – I know 
you can do it! If you need an ear or some motiva-
tion, please email me at mentor@brainline.com.

Set a timetable to plan ahead 

and lower your stress levels.

Create a quiet, comfortable 

place for studying at home.

Sleep enough - Your 
brain needs to rest.

Maintain a well-balanced 
diet for a healthy mind.

Drink enough water 
to keep you hydrated. 

Use previous exam 
papers to practise.

Use highlighters when you 

do summaries of your work.

Relax. Take deep breaths 
and focus to do your best.

Always read the questions 

carefully before answering them.

Reward yourself for 
all your hard work!

https://www.brainline.com/enrol-2019/
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This year marks Brainline’s first Grade 
12 group for Visual Arts, who exhibited 
their artworks at an exhibition at the 
Montana branch during October, which 
served as their practical examination. 
The subject was initiated in January 
2017 and has since been met with 
much enthusiasm. 

Part of the exhibit, with Michaela Coetzee’s 
The Forest Keeper in the foreground

First Grade 12 Visual Arts group 
exhibits at Montana branch

Bea-Andri Britz’s visual journal

The students were required to hand in 
two artworks, one or more drawings, 
and two visual journals. These items 
had to be arranged in a display as if at 
an art gallery, and each item (except the 
visual journals) had to be accompanied 
by a brief rationale.

One artwork was the final product of 
their year work, which consisted of a 
series of tasks completed over a period 
of six months and focused on the theme 
‘Creation: Destruction’. A drawing usu-
ally accompanied this artwork, showing 
the technical and conceptual develop-
ment of the final artwork. The year work 
also required a visual journal in which 
the contextual research and creative 
process leading up to the final artwork 
is documented. 

The second artwork, which had to be 
completed under supervision, was the 
end-product of the Practical Exam-
ination Assignment. The assignment, 
which also entailed a visual journal 
and accompanying drawings, had to 
be centred on a theme provided by the 
IEB. This year’s theme was ‘Outside the 
centre’, inspired by the line “Things fall 
apart; the centre cannot hold”, from WB 
Yeats’s poem, ‘The Second Coming’. 

Brainline’s Academic head stated that 
the IEB examiner, Estelle Potgieter, was 
“pleasantly surprised by the outcome of 
the distance education concept in such 
a practical subject.” 

Janette Rust’s year work drawing Liezel Loubser’s visual journal Jordan Moore’s It’s Fashion Now
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Liezl Loubser, ŉ graad 12-student by 
Breinlyn, het keuring ontvang om in 
2019 die BA Beeldende Kunste-pro-
gram te studeer.

Liezl se familie het verskeie male 
verhuis. Alhoewel hulle beplan het om 
na Botswana te trek, het hulle ten einde 
na Zeerust, Noord-Wes, verhuis, en toe 
later weer na Bapsfontein, Gauteng. 
Maar Liezl se voorneme om voort te 
gaan met skool sonder onderbreking 
het haar vir die afgelope twee jaar by 
Breinlyn gehou.

Hierdie jaar het Liezl die streng aan-
soekproses vir UP se BA Beeldende 
Kunste-program suksesvol onderneem, 
“en dit sonder enige opleiding of lesse, 
net rou talent,” het haar trotse ma, 
mev. Riki Loubser, gesê. Die aansoek-
proses behels die voorlegging van ‘n 
portefeulje wat 20 kunsstukke bevat, 
‘n praktiese eksamen, ‘n skriftelike 
eksamen, en ‘n onderhoud. Nou is Liezl 
se volgende uitdaging om ‘n beurs te 
bekom.

Haar voorleggings vir die praktiese 
eksamen van Graad 12 Visuele Kunste 
weerspieël haar artistieke vaar-
dighede. Haar finale kunswerk vir die 
eksamenopdrag was ‘n houtskoolskets 
genaamd Against the Backdrop Africa: 
Vir God, Volk en Vaderland. Dit dien as 
kommentaar op moderne Afrikaanse 
vroue, post-apartheid Afrikaner-kultuur,  
en hoe vroue sukkel met die stereotipes 
wat met beide Afrikaan en Afrikaner 
wees gepaard gaan. Deur Frankenstein 

Talentvolle Breinlyner 
kry keuring vir 

UP-kunsprogram

se monster, uit die roman Frankenstein 
(1818) deur Mary Shelley, trek dit ook 
ooreenkomste daarmee om deur mens 
se skepper verwerp te word.

Haar jaarwerk, ‘n gouache-op-doek-
kunswerk genaamd Luminescent 
Creature, saam met die gepaardgaan-
de houtskooltekening, The Construct, 

ondersoek die temas van chroniese 
angs en innerlike vrede.

Liezl het gesê dat sy baie dankbaar 
vir Breinlyn was: “Breinlyn het my vir 
universiteit voorberei op ‘n manier wat 
‘n ander skool nie sou nie. Breinlyn leer 
jou om dinge op jou eie te hanteer, om 
‘n hoë vlak van onafhanklikheid te hê.”

Luminescent Creature

Against the Backdrop Africa: 
Vir God, Volk en Vaderland
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Over the course of 2018, Willem-Hen-
drik and Antonio Miquel Booysen, two 
brothers in Grade 11 at Brainline, took 
part in two olympiads — one on Finance 
and Investment Management, and the 
other on Accounting. Both Olympiads 
consisted of two rounds, and took place 
concurrently between May and August.

The Finance and Investment Manage-
ment Olympiad (FIMO) is an initiative of 
the Department of Finance and Invest-
ment Management at the University of 
Johannesburg (UJ). This was the third 
year since its inception, and over 6813 
learners entered the Olympiad this 
year. Both Willem-Hendrik and Anto-
nio received a certificate from UJ for 
participating, and Antonio was one of 
the 1527 students that went through to 
the second round. The FIMO is open to 
Grade 10, 11 and 12 learners, and pro-
vides learning guides for both rounds. 

The South African Institute of Profes-
sional Accountants (SAIPA) National 
Accounting Olympiad had 6700 learners 
enter this year. Both Willem-Hendrik and 
Antonio, along with 570 other Grade 11 

students of the 2842 that had initially 
entered, went through to the second 
round and received certificates. The 
SAIPA National Accounting Olympiad is 
open to Grade 11 and 12 students and 
helps get a foot in the door, so to speak, 
with future employers. 

Brainline’s Subject Head of Account-
ing, Economics, and Business Studies, 
Belinda Venter, stated that the benefits 
of participation, apart from expanding 
their knowledge and application of the 
subject, are that “it is advantageous to 
have it on your CV when applying to uni-
versity or for bursaries. There are also 
big prizes for the winners and the top 
achievers every year.” This year’s prizes 
included individual trophies, cash prizes 
and electronics.

We encourage students to consider par-
ticipating in these olympiads in 2019 
to gain exposure to the subject on a 
different level, and also to inspire them 
to further pursue these subjects at a 
tertiary level. Learn more about SAIPA 
and the Olympiad at www.saipa.co.za, 
and the FIMO at www.uj.ac.za.

We believe that quality education 
should be accessible to students of all 
ages. It is our passion to equip parents 
to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a 
wide range of valuable and innovative 
homeschool curriculum products and 
assessment services.

Brothers 
compete in 
two financial 
olympiads

Come say hello at one of our branches!
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